
AUGUST - SEPTEMBER 2017

BOOK
REVIEW
Ripples in the Water
BY CLARE MATRAVERS

SEE INSIDE FOR

Competitions
New Members
& Latest News



The Christian Writer 2 Aug – Sep 2017 

Rightly explaining the word of truth – 2 Timothy 2:15 

(New Revised Standard Version of the Bible) 

 
 

Editor: Debbie McDermott (sddp@xtra.co.nz / 09 235 0199) 
Postal Address: 18 Matai Street, Waiuku 2123 

Membership, Subscriptions and Address Changes: 

Jan Pendergrast (jan@roads-end.co.nz) 

Annual Subscriptions—2 options:  

1) Digital magazine:  Full membership $40 / Student membership $20 

2) Printed magazine: Full membership $55 / Student membership $35 

Pay subs by direct or online banking to NZ Christian Writers, a/c 12 3040 0547346 00 

Cheques can be sent via post to Jan Pendergrast, Seales Road, Oropi RD3, Tauranga 

Book Review Requests: (members only) 

Post a copy of your book to Julia Martin 
286 Karapiro Road, RD4, Cambridge 3496  

(Your book will be added as a donation to NZCW ’s library on completion of the review.) 

The Christian Writer is published bimonthly by the New Zealand Christian Writers and 

distributed to all its members. Contributions on the theme of writing are always welcome. 

If you have some advice or encouragement for Christian writers, or an announcement 

of some event of interest to members, do send it to the editor for consideration by the 

20th day of the month prior to the publication date. Submissions must be emailed as 

Microsoft Word or Open Office documents and are to be no more than 500 words long, 

except at the discretion of the editor.  

The editor reserves the right to condense and / or edit any contributions for reason of 

space. Ideas and opinions will not be edited, but editing of a technical nature may occur 

to maintain the highest quality of writing possible. 

© Copyright 2017 

This issue was printed by: 

 
Unit 7, 1 Greenwich Way 
Unsworth Heights, 
Auckland, New Zealand 

T:  09 972 3020 
M:  021 860 864 
W: www.bookprint.co.nz  

 

 

mailto:sddp@xtra.co.nz
mailto:jan@roads-end.co.nz
http://www.bookprint.co.nz/


The Christian Writer 3 Aug – Sep 2017 

The Christian Writer 
Aug – Sep 2017 ISSN 2537-8708 (Online) VOL 34. No 4 
 ISSN 1171-0098 (Print) 

Contents 

Page 2 Contact Details – Editor | Membership Secretary | Book Review Requests  

Page 4 President’s Report – Justin St Vincent 

Page 5  Spring Seminar Details 

Page 6 An Awesome Day – Julia Martin 

Page 6 Writing Briefs: David Livingstone – Frederick Swallow 

Page 7 Letters to the Editor Guidelines 

Page 8 What Can I Give? – Debbie McDermott 

Page 8 God is in Every Detail – Sara-Jane McGuire 

Page 9 Literary Devices: Genre 

Page 11 Get Creative: It will be awesome when! – John Lindsay 

Page 12 Details of Next Seminar for Christian Writers With George Bryant 

Page 13 Goals for Christian Writers Groups 

Page 14 Welcome to New Members 

Page 14 Writers Groups Details  

Page 15 Professional Writing Services  

Page 15 Featured Book Review: Ripples in the Water – Clare Matravers 

Page 15 New Library Additions 

Page 15 Important Notice to NZCW Authors 

Page 30 Important Notice to Competition Entrants 

Page 30 William Taylor Memorial Heartland Competition Details 

  

CW Competitions 
Page 16 Under 20s Results Page 21 Level Two Results 

Page 16 Level One Results Page 24 Level Three Results 

Page 31 Competitions for October 2017 

 
The views and opinions of authors expressed in this magazine do not 

necessarily state or reflect those of the editor. 

 

Website: 

Our vibrant, user-friendly website is full of interesting information, such as details of 
seminars and copies of past magazines. It also gives each individual member an online 

presence. So please encourage other Christian Writers you know to join us via our 
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www.nzchristianwriters.org 
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President’s Report 

NZ Christian Writers continues to grow and we currently have 160+ members 

nationwide. Together we are well on our way to achieving our collective goal to have 

200+ members by the end of 2017. Currently our membership is two-thirds Printed 

Subscribers and one-third Digital Subscribers to our bimonthly magazine, The Christian 

Writer. We encourage you to continue inviting people to join our growing collective, and 

allow them to receive the same benefits we do from being connected with NZ Christian 

Writers. ‘Remember also that all members are entitled to a complimentary writer profile 

plus book features on our website. For further details, visit www.NZChristianWriters.org 

In other news, our committee are extremely appreciative of the long-standing service 

provided by previous committee member, Fred Swallow. He has chosen to step down 

from the committee to allow space for younger members to help guide the future 

direction of our expanding collective. Our current committee thank Fred for his 

passionate enthusiasm and significant contributions to the continued legacy of NZ 

Christian Writers. Thank you Fred. We appreciate you. 

Our Spring Seminar 2017 will be on Saturday 2nd September at our new venue, 

Birkenhead Library on Auckland’s North Shore. Our keynote speakers are Paul Smith 

and Maryanne Wardlaw. Paul, Lead Designer of Blue Sky Creative, will be presenting 

on book design and creative case studies to inspire your publishing journey. Maryanne, 

TSCF's Communications Manager and Editor of Canvas Magazine, will be sharing her 

insights on content editing for print and web. Capacity at Birkenhead Library’s seminar 

space is limited to 30 people maximum and we are anticipating a fully booked seminar. 

To reserve your place, please email Jan at: jan@roads-end.co.nz. 

On a personal note, my wife Sara-Maria and I will 

be celebrating our baby Maxima’s first birthday 

this August 8th. It’s amazing to look back at 

photos from the last year and see how Maxima 

has developed. We’ve recently experienced a 

season of firsts, with her first word, “Dad-da”, 

officially claimed by me, followed by “Mum-ma”, 

and now firsts for crawling and pulling herself up. 

Maxima’s baby talk continues to amaze us even 

when Sara-Maria and I are trying to translate. 

Trust you enjoy our new magazine. 

Blessings, 

Justin St Vincent  

http://www.nzchristianwriters.org/
mailto:jan@roads-end.co.nz
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Reminder 

Do remember, space is limited to 30 people maximum. To reserve your place, 

email Jan at: jan@roads-end.co.nz.  

Full details of our keynote speakers will be available on our website shortly.  

Teas provided. Please bring or organise your own lunch. 

 

  

mailto:jan@roads-end.co.nz
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An Awesome Day 
By Julia Martin 

It will be awesome  

when Jesus returns 

To take His beloved ones home 

With a shout from on high 

We will rise to the sky 

To dwell in the place  

He’s prepared. 

 
It will be awesome  

to meet Him at last 

And gaze on His beauty and grace 

No sickness, no crying 

No pain and no dying 

Exist in that wonderful place. 

 
It will be awesome  

to meet our dear friends 

And loved ones  

who’ve gone on before 

All raised up together 

Transformed now forever 

To worship and serve Him always. 

 
(Based on 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18) 

W R I T I N G  B R I E F S  

Inspiring Christian writing of  
today and yesteryear— 

by Frederick Swallow 

 
DAVID LIVINGSTONE, a Scot, who 

at 28 studied medicine at Glasgow 

University, read and learnt lengths of 

Scripture, left Glasgow in December 

1840 and arrived in Cape Town in 

early 1841. He went as a pioneer to 

South Africa with a team of sixteen 

oxen. His aim was to make paths for 

Christianity and commerce. He 

suffered sickness and fevers, and 

once a lion sprang to grab his 

shoulder causing lasting injury. A 

helper speared the lion. His wife 

Mary was a brave settler. He 

established a string of mission 

stations and opposed slave trading. 

A large World Heritage cathedral 

stands on a former slave market site 

at Stone Town. His auto-biography 

is Missionary Travels. Biographies 

tell more. At the age of 60 he died 

and was buried in Westminster 

Abbey. 

Bibliography: Livingstone Hero of Africa 
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Letters to the Editor Guidelines 
• All newspapers require your name, personal address and daytime phone 

number.   

• Do not send your letter as an attachment. Use cut and paste.  

• Check the word length accepted by the newspaper (usually around 150 words). 

Longer letters may be published but could be edited in a way you do not agree 

with.  

• The brevity of letters means you can only make one or two points. Make sure 

your arguments are set out in a logical way.  

• Get someone unfamiliar with the issue to read the letter—does it make sense 

to that person?  

• Stick to the issues and avoid personal attacks (even if you are responding to a 

personal attack).  

• Try to respond to an issue as soon as possible.  

• Proofread your letter carefully and check your word length.  

• Letters can be emailed—put 'letter to the editor' in the subject line.  

Below is a sample letter (personal contact details not included). 

Housing 

Friday, July 23, 2004 Editor NZ Herald  

When is the Auckland community going to wake up and realise the housing 

shortage is reaching crisis point? The latest Council-commissioned report 

shows 972 people waiting for state homes in Henderson and high demand 

in Waitakere.   

Increasingly we hear reports of families living in tents and garages. These 

homeless children face disrupted education and an uncertain future. We 

also know these children are at greater risk of a range of serious infectious 

diseases.  

It is good news that the Friendship Centre Trust and Housing New Zealand 

hope to open an emergency house in west Auckland later this year but one 

house cannot accommodate the number of families without housing.  

The housing crisis needs a concerted effort by Government and Councils. 

All New Zealand children deserve to be raised in an adequate standard of 

housing.  

Dr Gay Keating 
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What Can I Give? 
By Debbie McDermott 

If I could cause the stars to dance 

And all the world to sing 

In concert to the Great I Am 

The mighty King of kings 

However great my gift might be 

When seen by mortal Man 

The gift I give cannot compare 

With Your Eternal Plan 

The reason why You came to Earth 

Was to redeem our souls 

From steely chains of sin 

and death 

To heal and make us whole 

What can I, Lord, give back to You 

That means the world to me? 

A hungry and a thirsty heart 

So deep in love with Thee! 

 

God is in Every 

Detail 
By Sara-Jane McGuire 

Today was a day just like any other 

day, my workload heavy and a day 

where I wondered if I was ever going to 

get through it and see a light at the end 

of the tunnel. 

But when I sought the Lord and laid my 

tasks before him, he renewed my 

strength and enabled me to mount with 

wings like eagles (Isaiah 40v31). As I 

did this he gave me the peace I very 

much needed to work through each 

task, with his help.   

One task that I was presented with 

today was when I was being asked by 

a colleague to find three files for him. I 

tell you if you knew his filing system, 

this was no easy task! So, I prayed a 

simple prayer: “Lord Jesus, I pray with 

your help you will lead me to where 

these files are and you will enable me 

to find them.” I tell you, within 15 

minutes I’d found all three files! 

Friends, our God, is a good, good 

Father. If we continue to put our hand 

in his and trust him with every detail of 

our days, he will be faithful and provide 

the solution we very much need. 

I pray this has touched and blessed 

you in some way. 

Those who wait on the Lord 

Shall renew their strength; 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 

They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and not faint 

—Isaiah 40:31 
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Literary Devices 
Genre 

Genre Definition 

Genre means the type of art, literature or music characterised by a specific form, 

content and style. For example, literature has four main genres; poetry, drama, fiction 

and non-fiction. All these genres have features and functions that distinguish them 

from one another. Hence, it is necessary on the part of readers to know which category 

of genre they are reading in order to understand the message it conveys. 

Types of Genre 

Poetry 

Poetry is the first major literary genre. All types of poetry share specific characteristics. 

In fact, poetry is a form of text that follows a meter and rhythm with lines and syllables. 

It is further subdivided into different genres such as an epic poem, narrative, romantic, 

dramatic and lyric. Dramatic poetry includes melodrama, tragedy and comedy, while 

other poems include ode, sonnet, elegy, ballad, song and epics.  

Popular examples of epic poems are Paradise Lost by John Milton, The Iliad and 

The Odyssey by Homer; romantic poems include Red Red Rose by Robert Burns 

and others. All these poetic forms share specific features in that they do not follow 

paragraphs or sentences; they use stanzas and lines instead.  

Some forms (such as villanelle, sonnet and haiku) follow very strict rules of length, 

number of stanzas and lines, while others may be free, like the free verse poem 

Feelings, Now by Katherine Foreman that is devoid of any regular meter and rhyme 

scheme. Besides that, poetry often uses figurative language like metaphor, simile, 

onomatopoeia, hyperbole, and alliteration to create heightened effects. 

Drama 

Drama is a form of text that is performed in front of an audience. It is also called a 

play. Its written text contains dialogues and stage directions. This genre has further 

categories such as comedy, tragedy and tragicomedy. William Shakespeare is 

known as the father of English drama. His well-known plays include Taming of the 

Shrew, Romeo and Juliet, and Hamlet. Greek playwrights were the pioneers in this 

field, with Sophocles’ masterpiece Oedipus Rex and Antigone being a prime 

example. Modern dramas include plays such as Death of a Salesman by Arthur 

Miller. 
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Prose 

Prose is a kind of written text different from poetry in that it has complete sentences 

organised into paragraphs. Unlike poetry, prose focuses on characters and plot 

rather than on sounds. It includes short stories and novels, while fiction and 

non-fiction are its sub genres. Prose is further categorised into essays, speeches, 

sermons and interpretations. 

Fiction 

Fiction has three categories: realistic, non-realistic and semi-fiction. Usually, fiction 

work is not real, therefore authors can use complex figurative language to touch 

readers’ imagination. Unlike poetry, it is more structured and follows a proper 

grammatical pattern and correct mechanics.  

A fictional work may incorporate fantastical and imaginary ideas from everyday life. 

It comprises some important elements such as plot, exposition, foreshadowing, 

rising action, climax, falling action and resolution. Popular examples of literary fiction 

include James Joyce’s novel A Portrait of an Artist as a Young Man, Charles 

Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities, Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice, and Harper Lee’s 

To Kill a Mockingbird. 

Non-Fiction 

Non-fiction is a vast category that also has sub-genres; it could be creative like a 

personal essay, and factual like a scientific paper. It may also use figurative 

language, but not abundantly like poetry or fiction. Sometimes, it may tell a story 

like an autobiography, or sometimes it may convey information to readers. Other 

examples of non-fiction include biographies, diaries, memoirs, journals, fantasies, 

mysteries and romances. The popular example of non-fiction genre is Michael 

Pollan’s highly celebrated book, The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four 

Meals, which is an account about the eating habits of Americans. 

Function of Genre 

Depending upon their types, different genres have different roles. For example, 

fiction and dramatic genres help students and writers learn and improve their 

communication skills. A poetic genre, on the other hand, enhances the imaginative 

and emotional power of the readers. Non-fictional texts and essays help readers 

develop analytical and persuasive capabilities. However, the major function of genre 

is to establish a code of behaviour between the writer and audience, and keep the 

readers informed about the topics discussed or the themes presented. 

For more information on literary devices, visit http://literarydevices.net 

http://literarydevices.net/
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Get Creative  

I was delighted to receive five excellent submissions on the topic of It Will Be 

Awesome When—each of which will be published at some stage in the magazine. 

For this Get Creative, I have chosen John Lindsay's. 

It Will Be Awesome When! 
Sometimes the words available don’t do the job. Even our best efforts fall short. 

I have often thought of Isaiah and the apostle John given the task of describing what 

God revealed to them. Even with the aid of the Holy Spirit’s inspiration, they must 

have felt they had failed to convey the reality of heavenly scenes. 

'I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled 

the temple,' wrote Isaiah. (Isaiah 6:1) 

Even an artist using the full palate of colours could not do the scene justice. 

John hit the limitations of human language when he wrote, 'Then I saw another 

mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, with a rainbow 

above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars.' 

(Revelation 10:1) 

On this occasion John was describing a created being, an angel, whose glory must 

have been somewhat less than the glory of the Creator. Yet the splendour of this 

creature who travelled from heaven to earth was undoubtedly many times more 

spectacular than the words convey. 

It will be awesome when we get to see the true glory of God and the wonders of 

heaven for ourselves. Our vision will be enhanced, capable of taking in all that is to 

be seen. Our minds will be renewed so they can comprehend the full significance of 

the places and beings revealed. 

—John Lindsay 

The next topic will be 

Whose responsibility is it? 
Maximum 250 words for prose and 4 verses (6 lines or less per verse) for poetry. 

Include the words ‘Get Creative’ with your submission, as well as set the next 

‘Get Creative’ topic. You may include a picture with your piece if you wish. 

Deadline: 10th September 2017  

Email submissions for consideration to: sddp@xtra.co.nz  

mailto:sddp@xtra.co.nz
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The Lord gave the 

word: great was the 

company of those 

that published it 

—Psalm 68:11 

 

Goals for Christian 

Writers Groups 

The following goals have guided the 

Greater Philadelphia Christian Writers' 

Fellowship since our formation in 1983. 

You are welcome to use them.  

With God's help we endeavour to: 

1. Press on to know the Lord, abide in 

him, and keep on growing in him 

(Hos 6:3; John 15:1- 8; Col 2:7). 

2. Reach out to one another in 

fellowship, support, understanding 

and encouragement (Phil 2:4; 

1 Thess. 5:11; Gal 6:2). 

3. Pray for one another—for our 

personal needs, our writing, and 

especially God's guidance and 

enabling (Eph 6:18-19; Col 4:2; 

1 Tim 2:1). 

4. Increase our knowledge of God's 

Word in order to become effective 

communicators of his truth (Ezek 

3:10-11; 2 Tim 2:15; 3:16-17). 

5. Strengthen our writing and market-

ing skills (1 Tim 4:14-15). 

6. Develop strong working relation-

ships with editors and undergird 

them with prayer (Rom 12:4-5; 

Eph 4:12-13). 

7. Keep abreast of current issues. Look 

for opportunities to write his answer 

(Hab 2:2; Col 4:5- 6). 

8. Learn to persevere and overcome 

discouragement (1 Cor 15:58; Hab 

2:3; Gal 6:9). 

9. Battle procrastination and get to 

work (1 Chron 28:20). 

10. Expect God to do mighty things in 

and through us (Eph 3:20). 
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Welcome to  
NEW MEMBERS 

Writers Groups 

Maryanne Wardlaw 
Greenlane, Auckland 

Alison Cross 
Beckenham, Christchurch 

Ellis Tolmie 
Palmerston North 

 

 

REMEMBER  

to email your photo and mini bio to 

Justin St Vincent 

(editor@xtrememusic.org)  

for uploading to our website 

AUCKLAND 
Dianne Spain 

Tel: (09) 626 3141 

dispain54@gmail.com 

CHRISTCHURCH 
Dave Palmer 

Mob: (027) 216 5743 
davepalmer@xtra.co.nz 

HAWKES BAY  
Jennie Chappell 
Tel: (06) 877 5874 

heugh.chappell@clear.net.nz 

KAWERAU 
Ruth Jamieson 

Tel: (07) 323 6774 
subhouse@xtra.co.nz 

NORTHLAND 
Janice Gillgren 

Tel: (09) 433 9752 
jangill1359@gmail.com 

TAURANGA 
Jan Pendergrast 
Tel: (07) 543 2147 

jan@roads-end.co.nz 

WHAKATANE 
Ruth Corbett 

Tel: (07) 307 1511 
promisekept@vodafone.co.nz 

If you are keen on joining one of these 
groups, please feel free to contact the 

group leader / host in your area for 
further details. 

Need Professional 
Writing Services? 

These New Zealand Christian Writer 
members can help: 

Iola Goulton  
E: igoulton@christianediting.co.nz  

Janette Busch  
E: WritingAnswers1@gmail.com  

Mob: +64 21 233 7691 

Marie Anticich 
E: marieanticich@gmail.com 

Sue Beguely 
E: sue@triplecoilscript.co.nz 

Mob: +64 27 533 0188 

 

 

  

mailto:editor@xtrememusic.org
mailto:davepalmer@xtra.co.nz
mailto:jangill1359@gmail.com
mailto:jan@roads-end.co.nz
mailto:igoulton@christianediting.co.nz
mailto:WritingAnswers1@gmail.com
mailto:marieanticich@gmail.com
mailto:sue@triplecoilscript.co.nz
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Featured Book Review New Library Additions 

 

Ripples in the 

Water 
By Clare Matravers 

 

Review by Julia Martin 

One drink too many at a party and 19-year-

old Sapphire Nord’s life is radically changed. 

As a bright university student with high 

ambitions, she discovers she’s preg-nant 

and doesn’t even know the father’s identity. 

Sapphire’s life spirals downwards and, as 

she reflects, ‘the consequences of one 

drunken night had rippled outwards and 

affected everything else.’ 

From the opening chapter, I was drawn into 

Sapphire’s dilemma. What would she do? 

Who could she trust? Sapphire decides on 

a dangerous solution that has major 

consequences. 

The novel is easy to read and moves along 

at a fast pace. It’s a gripping story with 

believable characters and an authentic 

setting here in New Zealand. Clare doesn’t 

preach, yet the Christian message of saving 

faith comes through with evidence of 

transformed lives, forgiveness and restored 

relationships. 

I recommend this novel to all readers, 

especially young adults, as the lifestyles and 

predicaments depicted here are ones to 

which many people can relate.  

The sequel to this novel is now available. 

It’s the second in Clare’s Sapphire series 

and is called The Truth Will Out. Both 

novels are self-published with Castle 

Publishing Services. 

Enduring the Dream  
A 17-year-old, third genera-
tion sheep and cattle man 
with a passion to serve God 
believes God wants him to 
dedicate his farming career 
to ministry. This book is 
about that journey and God's 
faithfulness in and through it. 

By Garry Willis 
www.enduringthedream.co.nz  

Important Notice to NZCW 
Authors 

If you are currently writing a book (or 

have written a book) that is due to be 

published in 2018, and you would like it 

to be reviewed in The Christian Writer 

magazine, then you need to book your 

place NOW. With only six magazines 

published each year, there are only so 

many book reviews we can do and we 

don't want you to miss out. To book a 

review, email Julia Martin at: 

pemburyestate@slingshot.co.nz  

Details you need to provide are the title of 

your book, when it is to be published and 

how soon you can get a copy of it to her 

for review. You also need to send our 

president and webmaster, Justin St 

Vincent, a brief synopsis as well as a 

picture of the cover of your book for 

uploading to our website. His email 

address is editor@xtrememusic.org.  

Do feel free to give us pre- or post-details 

of your book launch as well, for including 

in the magazine. 
, 

http://www.enduringthedream.co.nz/
mailto:pemburyestate@slingshot.co.nz
mailto:editor@xtrememusic.org
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Competition Results 

Under 20s—No entries received 

Level One 
Judge: Debbie McDermott 

Requirement: Retell a lesser known Bible story in a manner that would appeal to a teenager. 
Use language appropriate to this age group and avoid being preachy. 500 words. 

 

General Comments 

Congratulations to Ellaine and Yvonne for submitting two very different entries, one of 

which was more traditional, while the other was completely outside of the box. This 

made marking interesting as well as challenging, especially as each entry was so well-

written. After some consideration, I decided to award Ellaine First Place because I felt 

her effective use of dialogue and funky language would be more appealing to a teenage 

audience.  

When writing for children, it is important to remember they have shorter concentration 

spans than adults and quickly become bored. It is therefore necessary to write in such 

a manner that their interest is captured and held from start to finish. This can be achieved 

by interspersing your narrative with plenty of show-don't tell techniques, such as 

attention-grabbing dialogue and action. Also avoid unnecessary detail, as this will slow 

the story down and perhaps cause your readers / listeners to disengage at that point. 

In retelling a Bible story to children (and adults), remember to give correct Bible 

references and to not modernise the story to such an extent that it deviates from the 

facts. Children, and especially teenagers, will often want to check out a story for 

themselves to see if it's true and it is vital to ensure we do not disappoint them.  

 

First Place 

`  

Ellaine 
Millard 
of Whakatane 

 

The Stand-up Guys  
(Daniel 4: 4-37) 

“Hi! My name’s Chad. This is my friend Dan”.  

“Hi! Yep, I’m Dan, but Chad isn’t really my friend. He just thinks he’s king of everyone”.  



The Christian Writer 17 Aug – Sep 2017 

“Hey Dan!  Look at the boots man, the boots; Argentine reptile, Buffalo lined. I’m king; 

the last one standing on that score - the boss. So, life is good right. First-class”.  

“Okay Chad, supreme; apart from that dream you had last night, which scared those 

fancy alligator feet of yours crazy”.  

“Well you think you’re so smart.  You tell me what that dream meant. My player friend, 

Sid, who I told, he didn’t get it. Soooo, Dan the holy man, is this mystery any trouble for 

you?”  

“Tell these viewers yourself, Chad, while I think on it”. 

“Okay! Well, see, there was a massive tree in the middle of this huge park; a king’s park, 

you know - flashy. The tree’s leaves were knockout and there was bucketful’s of fruit. 

That tree fed everyone. Then this way-out light-being-thing came swooping down, 

shouting for the tree to be cut down; except for the stump. It muttered stuff, about being 

changed from a man to a beast. And for seven years there was only going to be grass 

to eat. Wild scam dude!” 

“Now wait-up there Chad. This is a serious deal”.  

“Okay, okay! Come on then God-boy, what’s the gist?”  

“Well, you’re not going to like this split Chad; something you’d only wish on your 

enemies”.  

“I’m the man with the boots on Dan”.  

“Okay, fancy boot-man; you are the one who is going to eat like a farm animal, for seven 

years”. 

“Awgghh! What’s the idea?” 

“Until you learn that God rules”. 

“Yo! God rules! Sure, God runs. But I’m my own boot-man. I got the boots in a good 

fight”.   

“Chad, you need to get real; you know, show some mercy and love to the poor. Those 

boots were hot. That guy needed to feed his family. You’ve got enough to buy ten pairs”.  

“You, get lost; out of here!” 

“See, not friend. Put the boot down. Okay, I’m out”.  

“Who the hell’s that Dan-God-man think he is? Let some other sucker take care of the 

underdogs. Look here; it’s been one year, no grass in my face . . . Hey God, what You 

doing? Give back my boots”.  
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“Now listen-up y’all. That very hour we found Chad eating his father’s lawn, just as I said. 

He looked weird; hair grew like eagle’s feathers and nails like bird’s claws. Seven years! 

Woooh!” 

“Dan, this is my spotlight. Then I lifted up my eyes to heaven, and understood. My right 

mind returned - God rules, forever. I’m not anything. None can stay His hand or say to 

Him, What You doing? But now I own a boot factory, sending work boots to poor farmers 

all over the world.  God’s the man, right. So you just make sure you know who the real 

boss-man is”. 

 

Judge’s Comments 

Ellaine presented me with an 'outside of the box' entry that I thoroughly enjoyed reading. 

The piece has been written as a stand-up comedy-cum-drama (hence its title), and 

Ellaine has effectively used this technique to clearly convey her serious takeaway 

message to her audience.  

The whole piece is very fast moving and flows well. Ellaine's use of modern teenage 

language is also excellent. With a bit of tweaking and the addition of a few stage 

directions, her entry could easily be acted out as a short sketch or stage play and I hope 

she will have the opportunity to do this.  

Some grammatical errors (such as an odd word being left out) have been allowed 

as this is how teenagers tend to speak, and the errors add effect rather than 

detracting from it.  

The rest of Ellaine's grammar and punctuation are good overall. The only areas 

requiring correction are as follows: 

• In the dialogue throughout the piece, full stops should be placed before closing 

speech marks, not after. 

• Para 3—'buffalo' does not need to start with a capital letter as it is a common 

animal—unlike' Argentine' which refers to Argentina the country. 

• Paras 3, 7 & 21—replace the hyphens with long em dashes. 

• Para 7—sentence 3: replace 'was' with 'were'; 'bucketful's' should also be written 

as 'buckets full' (i.e. ‘buckets’ is the plural in the sentence, whereas an 

apostrophe s [ 's] means 'it is'). 

• Para 15—sentence 3 should read 'Sure, God rules.' 

• Para 21—sentence 5: 'What You doing?' should be in single quote marks, as 

Chad is quoting what someone might say. 

Once again, thank you for a highly commendable entry, Ellaine. Do keep up the 

good work.  
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Second Place 
` 

 

Yvonne 
Mossom 
of Whangarei 

 

Stories around the 
camp fire:  
Balaam and his donkey.  
Numbers 21 

This is a story from the time when Moses was leading the Israelites through the 

desert. No transport facilities. If you had to go somewhere you walked or hijacked a 

donkey. Camels were very expensive and had to carry the tents they lived in. 

Balek, the King of Moab was terrified. Two and a half million Israelites were on their 

way to the promised land and they were camped near his territory. Not only was 

their organisation according to their tribes impressive but they were extremely 

successful in conquering the Amorites. He sent for Balaam, a prophet, to put a curse 

on them. 

When Balaam consulted God he was warned not to go and not to do this as the 

Israelites were blessed. A bribe from the King changed Balaam from an obedient 

servant to a guy who was after the ‘main chance’. Balaam saddled up his donkey 

and set out.  

On the way, something ‘spooked’ the donkey and she left the path. Balaam was 

furious and he beat her.  

The path led down a lane between two vineyards. The donkey tried to escape and 

crushed Balaam’s foot against the rock wall. Still he did not try to find out why she 

was so scared. Another hiding. 

Once more the donkey disobeyed and left the path. Her ears were flat against her 

head and her hooves were digging into the ground, she was shaking. Now Balaam 

was really mad. He whipped her and threatened to kill her. There was no S.P.C.A. 

then. 

Imagine his shock when his long suffering donkey opened her mouth and spoke, 

“Why are you beating me? I have carried you faithfully for many years.” That stopped 

Balaam. Now he was really worried. Should he have had that last smoke before he 

set out? Was it something he ate? Should he turn back and refuse the bribe. 

Indecision. Instead of asking God for help he muttered away to himself. 

The next amazing thing that happened was that he saw the angel of the Lord waving 

a flaming sword and blocking the way. That’s what ‘spooked’ the donkey! 

Confrontation. Wake-up call. The angel spoke “Carry on to the King but obey my 

instructions.” 
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Did Balaam follow instructions?  

Up to a point. He put on a show for the King. It was very impressive and involved 

the slaughter of many animals as sacrifices. Did he curse the Israelites as 

commanded by the King? No. He did not. He was a very wily old prophet. He 

accepted the King’s money and advised the King ‘to set a trap for the people of 

Israel so that they would eat food that had been sacrificed to idols and commit 

sexual sin’ Rev 2:14 Amorite girls were  to seduce the young men in the Israelite 

camp so that God would punish them.  

Sure enough, this happened. 

You will find this in Numbers chapter 21 onwards. 

 
Judge’s Comments 

Yvonne's story is nicely written, flows well and is easy for a teenager to understand. 

However, for the takeaway message to impact this age group as intended, there needs 

to be a lot more action and snappy dialogue, rather than simply narrating the story much 

like it has been done in the biblical text. These 'show, don't tell' techniques are what 

motivate the younger reader / listener to use their imagination and become fully 

engaged in the story.  

Yvonne's grammar and punctuation are very good. The only areas requiring 

correction are: 

• Para 11—Rev 2:14 in this sentence seems out of place. 

• Heading and final para—the scripture reference should be Numbers 22. 

Well done for a very good entry, Yvonne. Keep up the good work. 

• Para 1—sentence 4 sounds like the camels lived in the tents. As you have 

already intimated that camels were unaffordable, I recommend leaving this 

sentence out altogether as it does not add value to the story. 

• Para 2—'Balek' should be spelled 'Balak' 

• Para 3—sentence 1: delete the second not.  

• Para 3 / Paras 4 & 8: main chance and spooked do not need quote marks. 

• Para 6—sentence 2: put a full stop after ground. Then rewrite She was shaking 

as a new sentence. 

• Para 6—sentence 3: Write S.P.C.A. as SPCA. Full stops are seldom included in 

abbreviations now. 

• Para 7—sentence 1: there should be a hyphen in long-suffering. 

• Para 9—sentence 5: put a comma or a full stop after The angel spoke. 
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Level Two 
Judge: 

Janet Fleming 
 

Requirement: Write a letter to the editor on a current controversial topic, seeking to include 

a message without being too preachy. Keep it brief. 250 words 

 

General Comments 

There were just three entries in this section, with each being on a different topic. 

When writing letters to editors, there are several things to be remembered. A letter to 

the editor needs to be brief and to the point. Generally, it is more relevant if the topic is 

currently under discussion and the writer needs to respond quickly so that the focus has 

not shifted to another matter. Your title should be catchy to attract the reader’s attention 

and to give an indication of what is to follow.  

Don’t try and cover a lot of points. You should focus on one or two at the most and make 

sure that your language is simple so that poorer readers can still understand. (You may 

find the 'Letters to Editors Guidelines' on page 7 helpful.) 

Do make sure your facts are correct and that any figures quoted are accurate. 

Your final sentence needs to leave your reader with something to ponder. Do try and 

present the positive as well as the negative in what you write and don’t forget that 

humour can help to hold the reader’s attention. 

Finally, if at first you don’t succeed, keep trying. 
 

First Place 
` 

Lynda 
Otter 
of Tamatea, Napier 

 

 

Editor Hawke’s Bay Today 

Dear Sir, 

Are the politicians listening? Within the next few weeks, politicians will vote on the 

End of Life Choice Bill. Out of 21,500 submissions made to the Health Select 

Committee last year, a clear 78% opposed a law change. This Bill is not just about 

those who are terminally ill! It could place the most vulnerable members of society 

at risk by undermining their dignity and their value to society. 

New Zealand has the highest teen suicide rate in the developed world and a total of 

579  New  Zealanders took their lives in 2016.  This has a huge impact on families, 



The Christian Writer 22 Aug – Sep 2017 

friends, communities and workplaces. The End of Life Choice Bill could give mixed 

messages to those who are at risk of suicide by making it seem an option that is 

supported by society. Likewise, others may feel pressured into taking the 

euthanasia option if they feel they are a burden to family and friends. 

God values all human life. The vulnerable, the disabled, the terminally ill, the 

depressed, are all precious to Him. A society who no longer supports the value of 

its individual members has become a dangerous society. 78% of total submissions 

agree! There is a better way and working together we can ensure that everyone 

receives the best of care—compassionate care that supports, respects and gives 

dignity no matter what the circumstances. 

Lynda Otter 
 

Judge’s Comments 

Lynda made good use of a question to open her letter and quotes figures that make her 

argument stronger. This is seen in her quoting the percentage of submissions received 

against the End of Life Choice Bill in the first paragraph and the figures relating to New 

Zealand’s suicide rates in the second paragraph She also subtly includes a message.  

• The first line does not require a comma after ‘weeks’.  

• 3rd Paragraph – ‘God values all human life – the vulnerable...’ 

• ‘A society who...’ should be ‘A society that...' 

• ‘A society that no longer supports the value of its individual members has become a 

dangerous society when 78% of total submissions agree.’ would perhaps be better. 

Good work, Lynda. 
 

Second Place 
`

 

Pamela 
Lowrey 
of Havelock North  

 

HAWKES BAY 
WATER CRISIS 

‘ Water, water everywhere but scarcely a pure unadulterated drop to drink!’ 

How much longer must we endure the addition of chloride and fluoride to our drinking 

water which are both well known poisons? How can these additions be accurately 

determined or described as life enhancing? The water literally stinks ! 

Recently I watched the 2017 Homegrown Food Summit on the Internet where 

among the many learned speakers Glen Meder spoke on ‘Water Purification for 

Better Health.’ 
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He stated that drinking water purity is the most misunderstood and overlooked issue 

affecting our health; that water is the key to life, becomes us and is the nutrient rich 

fluid that our cells float in. 

He spoke about Milwaukee 1993, where the largest waterborne disease outbreak 

occurred in US history. 400,000 people got sick and over 100 died. This was due to 

cryptosporidium and was only found out because so many people were getting sick. 

Does this sound familiar?  

Out of all the possible testings of Water Purification, Distillation is considered the best 

because it goes back to how water has been produced naturally on the earth from the 

beginning… condensation, precipitation and condensation. It cannot be bettered. 

If a scientific Distillation Plant was set up in Hawkes Bay we would be an example 

not only to New Zealand but the rest of the world and we would have the healthiest 

population. 

Much better than fixing corroded pipes, don’t you think ? 

 

Judge’s Comments 

This was a good factual letter with a clear opening line. 

• The exclamation mark at the end of the first paragraph has a space before it as has 

the final question mark.  

• I would suggest a full stop after ‘Internet’ in the second paragraph, your next 

sentence then beginning ‘Among...’ 

• The last line of the third paragraph would read better with ‘only identified’ rather than 

‘only found out’. 

• Distillation Plant – No capitals. 

Well Done. 
 

Third Place 

`  

Dennis 
McLeod 
of Hamilton 

 

EXCUSE OR TEACH 

It’s tiring listening to all the excuses to why Maori and Island students aren’t learning. 

In the 1970’s and 1980’s, in the Automotive Section of WINTEC, there was a 90 % 

plus pass rate for our Maori and Pacific Island students. Why, because we treated 

them as students who were there to learn. They sat we taught, we tested and they 

passed. When the Labour Government took away the trade exams; it took away all 
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incentive to learn with an all pass regardless system. Someone has said we taught 

so they could spit out answers for the exams. And yes we did, but the difference 

was, they could pass any exam but today the lessons are only directed towards the 

assessment in front of them. Ask a student sometime time later the same question 

and they struggle to answer, as there is no real learning for the future in the modern 

system.  

However, when a Tutor goes in front of a class they should never look at the colour 

of the skin or listen to the rhetoric that these people can’t work in the system. Can it 

be done? Yes, as we proved it could. If the government would just stop making 

excuses and bring back proper testing, where the student knows where they are 

and what is expected of them for their futures. If the authorities would just listen to 

the people on the floor, you know the practical people, then the learning would start 

and the excuses could end. 

Dennis McLeod 

Hamilton 

 

Judge’s Comments 

This was an interesting letter that I enjoyed reading, but which contained a number of 

mistakes. Do remember to read and re-read what you write. 

• In the first line I would write ‘as to why’ 

• Line three needs a question mark after ‘Why’ to be followed with a capital letter for 

‘Because...’. 

• ‘They sat’ needs a comma after 'sat' and a comma rather than a semi-colon after 

‘exams’. 

• The end of line 5 should be ‘all-pass’  

• Line seven: I would leave out the ‘And’ then start a new sentence with ‘Yes’. 

• ‘you know the practical people’ needs to be in brackets. 
 

Level Three 
Judge:  

Jan Pendergrast 

Requirement: Research an archaeological discovery made in the past 100 years which 
reinforces the authenticity of the Bible. Then write an article for a suitable magazine about this 
research. Focus on the content rather than your thoughts. Include a brief bibliography. 400w.  

 

General Comments 

I received four extremely interesting articles for this competition. Before I began judging 

the entries I found ‘How to Summarize a Research Article’ and used the summary below 

along with the requirement above to ascertain the criteria to make my placing decisions. 
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1. Determine your focus—why you need to summarise the article/s. 

2. Read the article. Understand it. Only when you can clearly explain the study in your 

own words to someone who hasn’t read it, are you ready to write about it. 

3. Scan the article. Research the question and reason for the study, and how the 

findings were interpreted. 

4. Underline key sentences or write the key point. Focus on the parts most relevant. 

5. Write the summary. Give the reader a brief overview. Identify the important 

information then condense it for your reader. 

6. Write the first draft in the same order as the article/s—more or less. 

a. State the research question and explain why it is interesting. 

b. Describe the results. Why were they significant? 

c. Explain the key implications of the results. 

7. Focus on content. Condense later. 

8. Read for depth. Ask these questions: 

a. Is the research question addressed? 

b. Are the results convincing? Surprising? 

c. Does this study contribute to answering the original question? 

d. Are there any unanswered questions? 

9. Plagiarism. Take notes in your own words so you rewrite them in your own words. 

10. Edit for completeness and accuracy. Be concise and avoid generalities. 

11. Edit for style. Write to an intelligent, interested, naïve and slightly lazy audience. 

12. Eliminate wordiness. 

13. Use specific, concrete, scientifically accurate language. 

14. Re-read what you have written. 

15. Re-read what you have written—again! 

All four entrants knew why they were writing their articles and clearly understood the 

results and implications of the research. They were passionate and focused about their 

topic and edited their articles well. 

Bibliographies are important with articles like these as many people want to read further. 

However, I understand Wikipedia is not peer-reviewed, so other references are 

necessary to confirm the information written there. 

Only one entrant had a specific magazine in mind for her article; two supplied a word 

count and two included the author with the title. I print the entries and leave my office to 

read, critique and judge them, so please include word count and author on your 

manuscript. 
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Punctuation, spelling and grammar should be perfect in Level Three submissions. 

Please take note of the competition formatting asked for in the magazine. (e.g. Calibri 

10 is smaller than Arial 10.) 

May I say, I just ‘love’ articles of this sort, further confirming the Bible’s accuracy—as if 

it needed it! 

 

First Place 
`

 

Shirley 
Jamieson 
of Featherston 

 

A Mine of 
Information 

Israeli archaeologist, Dr Erez Ben-Yosef, and his team from Tel Aviv University 

found 3,000 year old pieces of fabric. Discovered in 2013, in ancient copper mines 

at Timna in the Arava Valley south of the Dead Sea, they date from David and 

Solomon's time.  

“No textiles have ever been found at excavation sites like Jerusalem, Megiddo and 

Hazor, so this provides a unique window into an entire aspect of life from which 

we’ve never had physical evidence before,” Ben-Yosef said. “We found fragments 

of textiles that originated from bags, clothing, tents, ropes and cords.” 

 
A fabric fragment from the ancient mines in the Timna Valley. Photo: Clara Amit,  

courtesy of the Israel Antiquities Authority 

Most fabrics were woollen, others goat hair or linen. Dry conditions in the mines had 

preserved the material.  

In Deuteronomy 8:9 God told the Israelites they could mine copper in their new land.  

Years later, King David fought the Edomites at Arava. The Bible tells us, "And David 

became famous after he returned from striking down 18,000 Edomites in the Valley of 
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Salt. He put garrisons throughout Edom, and all the Edomites became subject to David. 

The LORD gave David victory where ever he went." 2 Samuel 8:13-14  

Ben-Yosef's team has excavated David's ancient fortification. “Now, having found 

evidence of defensive measures — a sophisticated fortification — we understand what 

must have been at stake for him in this remote region: copper,” he explained. 

Edomites probably worked there with the Israelites. They had healthy diets. 

Archaeologists discovered 3000 year old fish bones and a large number of seeds in the 

mines. The seeds came from the same crops listed in Deuteronomy 8:7–8: wheat, 

barley, grapes, figs, pomegranates and olives.  

The arid conditions preserving the fabrics and seeds couldn't sustain sheep, goats or 

crops.  

Everything needed for survival was transported to the mines. The archaeologists 

unearthed ruins of stables at the fortification, finding well-preserved donkey dung. 

Supplies of food came from many kilometres further north in Israel, a long journey by 

donkey. The nearest water supply was 19 kilometres away.  

Skilled craftsmen smelted the copper ore, and added tin to form bronze. The Bible tells 

of Huram, the artisan who King Solomon assigned to cast decorative bronze pillars, 

artifacts and vessels for the Temple, 1 Kings 7:13-40.  

King Solomon's mines really existed. 

Every time archaeology shines a light into Israel's past it proves the accuracy of the 

Bible. 

Bibliography 

New International Version of the Bible 

http://www.biblicalarchaeology.org/daily/ancient-cultures/ancient-israel/fabrics-found-at-ancient-

mines-in-timna-valley/ 

http://www.haaretz.com/jewish/archaeology/.premium-1.705205 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2017/03/king-solomon-mines-bible-timna-dung/ 

 

Judge’s Comments 

Shirley’s article was attractively and interestingly presented with the use of a 

photograph.  

Minor considerations are the use of a comma and dashes in 3,000-year-old fish 

bones; ‘which preserved’ in place of ‘preserving’; and I prefer Biblical quotations and 

references to be in italics because it sets them apart from other quotations. 

Well done, Shirley. Yours was a well written and enjoyable article. 
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Second Place 

`  

Judith 
Powell 
of Oxford 

 

Archaeology 
Authenticates Ancient 
Writings 

Archaeologists have long been fascinated by ancient civilisations and it is only in the last 

two hundred years they have begun to concentrate on the Near East.  This is the area 

in which the events described in the Bible occurred. Early last century events, places 

and people described in the Old Testament of the Bible were believed by many to be 

mythical or the literary creations of the writers.  There were no secular records to provide 

evidence they were real. 

One of these characters was King David.  There is more in the Bible about him than any 

other person.  It describes most of his life, from shepherd boy, to leader who defeated 

the Philistines, to King.  He was a poet, soldier and statesman and yet most people 

probably only know of him as a character in the story of a boy who killed a giant, Goliath, 

with a slingshot.  Many believe he was not real. 

David’s existence was confirmed by an amazing discovery in Tel Dan in Northern Israel.  

In July 1993 an excavation assistant stumbled on an inscribed basalt stone slab, or 

stele, in a newly excavated wall. In June the following year two further pieces were 

discovered.  Scholars agree that the three pieces are part of the same stone but 

disagree on how they fit together. 

The inscription on the stones is in a dialect of Old Aramaic. The author is not named but 

is possibly Hazael of Damascus who ruled from c.852 to 806 BCE. It describes the victory 

of an Aramean king over thousands of the chariots, horses and kings of his two southern 

neighbours: Omri, the King of Israel, and his ally, the King of the ‘House of David.’ Most 

biblical scholars and archaeologists accept the Tel Dan stele is authentic, providing the 

first concrete proof of the existence of the historical King David from the Bible. 

The inscription is believed to have been made in the ninth century BCE, about one 

hundred years after the death of King David.  The House of David ruled the southern 

Kingdom of Judah for several centuries.  The stone was set up by one of Israel’s fiercest 

enemies who recognised David as the founder of the Kingdom of Judah. 

The Tel Dan Stele is now on display in the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. 
 

Bibliography 
https://biblicalarchaeology_org/daily/biblical-artifacts/artifacts-and-the-bible/the-tel-dan-inscription-

the-first-historical-evidence-of-the-king-david-bible-story/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tel_Dan_Stele 

https://www.bibleodyssey.org/en/tools/image-gallery/t/tel-dan-israel-museum 

Issue 200: Top Ten Discoveries Biblical Archaeology Review July/August September/October 2009 

The Holy Bible (New King James Version) Thomas Nelson, Inc. 1988 
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Judge’s Comments 

Judith’s article is well-written, and informative. She included a comprehensive 

bibliography, which indicates she has done some thorough research; impressive, even. 

Well done, Judith. Keep it up. 

 

Third Place 

`  

Lois 
Farrow 
of Christchurch 

 

Giant Gate of Gath 

The gate of the ancient city of Gath was an exciting discovery for archaeologists in 

2015. 

Gath was the largest city in Israel during the 10th-9th century BC, located in the 

Judean foothills partway between Jerusalem and Ashkelon.  

Although briefly excavated in 1899, and further in 1961, the major exploration of the 

site of the city has been ongoing since 1996, led by Aren Maeir of Bar-Ilan University 

in Ramat Gan, Tel Aviv. Known as Tell es-Safi in Arabic, and Tel Tzafit in Hebrew, 

this huge mound has been identified as the ancient city of Gath.  

Excavation at the site has revealed exciting discoveries into how the Philistines 

lived, including examples of Greek pottery revealing their Aegean origins. In Bible 

times they ruled several cities including Ashkelon, Ashdod and Gaza.  

An intriguing find has been the remnants of a temple with two pillars, similar 

architecture to that described in the story of Samson’s death in the Philistine temple 

in Gaza.  

Also found among the various buildings in the city ruins was an iron production 

facility large enough to produce the kind of weapons used by Goliath as mentioned 

in the Bible. Diggers at Gath have also found shards preserving names similar to 

Goliath, an Indo-European name, not a Jewish one. 

Further links to biblical times were revealed with dramatic evidence in the ruined 

city of a siege by an invading army, including a ditch and embankment, and 

subsequent destruction of the site in the 9th century BC. This is described as the 

capture by Hazael, the Aramean king, in 830 BC.   

The recent find of the giant-sized entrance gate is further evidence that this was a 

city of giants. When at war with Israel, their prize fighter, Goliath, came out to defy 

the people and their God. The shepherd boy, David, quickly put an end to him with 

a well-aimed stone from his sling. 
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“Findings at the site support the idea that the Goliath story in the Bible faithfully 

reflects the geopolitical reality of the period,” says Maeir. 

Another mention of the gate in the Bible is when David fled to Gath when King Saul 

became jealous of his popularity. The people of Gath were alarmed when they 

recognised him, and David feigned insanity, defacing the doors of the gate before 

escaping.  

Now the gate has been unearthed, and the valuable work of discovery continues. 

Bibliography 

http://www.israeltoday.co.il/NewsItem  (Gates of Gath) 

http://www.news.com.au/technology/science/archaeology/lost-city-of-gath-home-to-goliath/   

Bible: 1 Samuel 17, 2 Kings 12:17, 1 Samuel 21:10-15.   
 

Judge’s Comments 

Yet another fascinating well-written, well punctuated article. This accuracy is typical of 

Lois’ writing. She has submitted information of a recent discovery, making her article 

extra exciting and enjoyable. Keep those keys busy, Lois. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR COMPETITION ENTRANTS 

In order to modernise and raise the profile of The Christian Writer, layout and 

typesetting requirements for competition entries have been changed to: 

Font: Arial, 10 pt.  Heading: Bold, 18 pt.  Line spacing: Multiple 1.2  

Spacing between Paragraphs: 6 pt.  Paragraph Indentation: None 

Alignment: Justified 

To apply these settings to your document, go to MS Word's Paragraph and Font 

menus and select the relevant options. If you are unsure of how to do this, please 

feel free to email Debbie McDermott at sddp@xtra.co.nz to obtain clarification. 

William Taylor Memorial Heartland 
Short Story competition 

The Taumarunui Writers’ Group is calling all writers from anywhere in New 

Zealand to enter this Short Story competition. 

Deadline 30 September 2017 

Cash prizes will be award to the first three place winners 

with support from PaperPlus Taumarunui 

For further information see http://www.taumarunuiwriters.nz/  

or phone Helen Reynolds on 07 896 6096 
 

mailto:sddp@xtra.co.nz
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Competitions for October 2017 
Due by September 10th 

EMAIL ENTRY AS AN ATTACHMENT, COMPLETE WITH WORD COUNT AND YOUR NAME.  

Font: Arial, 10 pt  Heading: Bold, 18 pt  Line spacing: Multiple 1.2  

Spacing between Paragraphs: 6 pt  Paragraph Indentation: None 

Alignment: Justified. Send a photo of yourself for publishing purposes.  

NB: If you are not sure what level you’re on, email the editor at sddp@xtra.co.nz    

Level One—for members 20 years old and over  

Requirement: Write a modern day fable with a strong Christian 

moral. Remember the main characters in a fable are always 

represented by animals; e.g. the hare and the tortoise. 400 words. 

Email entry to: Debbie McDermott at:   sddp@xtra.co.nz 
 

  Debbie 

Level Two—for members 20 years old and over  

Requirement: Research your family history and write about 

someone who inspires or interests you from a previous generation. 

400 words maximum. 

Email entry to: Jan Pendergrast at:   jan@roads-end.co.nz 

 
  Jan 

Level Three—for members 20 years old and over 

Requirement: Choose any book of the Bible with a minimum of 10 

chapters. Treat it as an individual book and write a book review for it, 

excluding any irrelevant details such as price or publisher. 250-300 

words, including all parts of your review. 

Email entry to: Julia Martin at:   pemburyestate@slingshot.co.nz 
 

    Julia  

 

Under 20s—for members 7-19 years old 

Requirement:  ‘Bridging the Gap’. As a young person, how would 

you reach out and connect with the older generation, and what can 

they do to relate and reach today’s young person? 400 words. 

Email entry to: Vicki Nogaj at:   nogaj@vodafone.co.nz  Vicki 

Jul  

2 
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