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Hello Everyone. 

Last weekend we held the Autumn 

Workshop at Rossgrove Chapel. 

Around 20 people attended. Justin 

St Vincent and Julia Martin were 

the speakers at that time. Some of 

the evaluation sheet comments on 

the day include ‘fantastic’, ‘very 

good and helpful’, ‘wonderful’ 

and ‘excellent’. 

We are also holding a workshop in 

Tauranga on 12th July. The Spring 

Workshop is scheduled to be held 

on 6th September at Rossgrove 

Chapel, in Auckland. 

The 25th Anniversary of the 

Northland Christian Writers Guild 

is to be held on the 3rd of May, in 

Whangarei. Do feel free to join us 

if you can. 

We plan to hold our next retreat at 

Narrow’s Park, Hamilton. The 

dates are the 5th to 8th February, 

2015. This will be a long 

weekend. 

Recently we celebrated the 99th 

birthday of Mike’s Mum along 

with Wayne, our oldest son’s 40th  

birthday. Some 

didn’t manage 

to make it with 

Cyclone Lusi 

approaching, but 

we still had a 

great day. The 

hangi turned into a barbecue and 

50 people squeezed into ‘Nana’s’ 

home to dodge the wind and rain. 

After ‘Lusi’ had passed it was 

amazing seeing the number of 

branches lying in the paddock. 

Some would have been dead but 

most were simply whipped away 

by the passing storm.  

Tonight at the teen Bible Study we 

were studying John 15 which talks 

of Christ as the Vine and ourselves 

as the branches.  As with our lives, 

so we also need to ‘prune’ our 

writing to remove what is 

unnecessary or what may even be 

detrimental to our message.  

May God give each of us wisdom 

that we may craft our message 

wisely as we write for Him. 

Janet Fleming 
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CONDOLENCES 
Our sincere sympathy goes to  

Ruth 

Beloved wife of 

Noel Linton 

Who was promoted to Heaven 
on 17

th
 April 2014 

Now safe in the presence of Jesus and 
among the great cloud of witnesses 

cheering us on to the finishing line. 

 

Memories of Noel Linton 

Noel Linton was a quiet, friendly and 

gentle man, always available to help 

his family and others. He and Ruth 

moved from Kaitaia to work at 

Pacific Park Christian Holiday Camp 

at Papamoa five years ago, Ruth in 

Guest Services and Noel as the 

caretaker. Noel was frequently seen 

happily chatting to campers.  

Two years ago they embarked on a 

working holiday around the South 

Island in their motorhome, helping 

out at various Christian holiday 

parks. This came to an end last April 

when Noel fell ill and was diagnosed 

with oesophageal cancer. 

Noel passed on peacefully in 

Tauranga aged 71 years. Treasured 

husband of Ruth. Adored father and 

father-in-law of Del and Mike, 

Esther and David, Joanna and Ian, 

Justin and Kathleen. Loved granddad 

of his eight grandchildren. "Returned 

safe to the Loving Arms of our 

Father."  

CAN I BELIEVE? 
 

Can I believe 

God has plans for me, 

Plans to do me good 

And not to do me harm? 

Can I believe  

There is yet a future 

And a hope? 
 

His word declares 

That Christ in me 

Is the hope of glory. 

An eternal place 

Where I am one with Him 

He lives in me and I in Him 

This is my hope. 
 

Can I believe 

That for today 

His plans for me 

Are just as full of hope 

And show His glory? 

Is that too wild a dream 

To hold? 
 

Do I believe God’s words 

Or do I waver in the darkness 

Of unbelief and blind despair? 

The choice is mine! 

I boldly trust His words 

And clasp within my hands 

The tokens of His favour — 

The bread and wine. 
 

I do believe! 

 

© Ruth Linton November 2013 
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Northland Christian 

Writers Group 

25th Anniversary 
The Northland Christian Writers 

group is celebrating its 25th 

anniversary this year! 

We plan to hold this event on 

Saturday May 3rd, between 

3:00 – 9:00pm at Kaurihohore 

Hall (situated at the south end of 

Apotu Road, 5km north of 

Kamo, Whangarei). 

If you need help with transport 

or directions, please contact one 

of the members below in plenty 

of time. We need to know how 

many are coming in advance so 

book in early. 

Events Planned 

Speaking sessions, afternoon tea 

and evening meal (provided by 

NCW members), opportunity to 

sell your published books, and 

plenty of time to chat. 

Contact details 

Janice Gillgren on (09) 433 9752 or 

mj_gillgren@ubernet.co.nz. 

or 

Jane Garrick on (09) 433 7197 or 

garrix@ubernet.co.nz 

Smile Awhile 

My poetry is rather bad 

In fact it makes me really sad. 

I think it's time to chuck it in 

And put it in the rubbish bin. 

—Judith Powell 

(Ed’s note: I think it’s rather good, Judith. 

Thanks for the giggle.) 

 

Creative Workshop 

Auckland  

 Are you feeling blocked in 

your writing? 
 Want to be inspired and 

encouraged? 
 

Then this one day workshop 

could be for you! The 

workshop will bring God 

into the process as we look 

at: 

 Blocks that hinder your 

writing and where they 

come from  

 Where you are now in 

your writing 

 Where you want to be— 

your dreams 

 How you are going to get 

there 
 

INTERESTED? 
 

Then contact Dianne Spain by email: 

dispain54@gmail.com or phone:  
(09) 626 3141 

 

 

mailto:mj_gillgren@ubernet.co.nz
mailto:garrix@ubernet.co.nz
mailto:dispain54@gmail.com
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Autumn Workshop 

Report 
By Debbie McDermott 

The autumn workshop, held on 
Saturday 22nd March, was attended by 
22 people. Janet Fleming welcomed 
everyone to the event and offered up 
apologies on behalf of members unable 
to attend. Bruce Young then opened 
the workshop with a prayer, after 
which Debbie McDermott gave a 
devotion on ‘life being an adventure’. 
She said the coming of Jesus is called 
the Advent, which is the root word of 
adventure. She went on to say God has 
given us abundant life, not a boring 
life, and we should live it out with 
purpose, joy and a sense of adventure, 
even in the hard times or the mundane. 

The morning speaker was Justin St 
Vincent, Director and Founder of 
Xtreme Music, and author of The 
Spiritual Significance of Music.  

 

After briefly introducing himself, Justin 

launched into his first topic:  

WRITING A BOOK SERIES 
Aspects to consider before starting are: 

 Audience—who will be your 

readers? Are they Christian or non-

Christian. What age are they? 

 Budget—what is your budget? 
What can you afford? 

 Market—where will you sell your 
book? Via bookstores, digital 
downloads or a website? 

 Team—who will be in your team? 
e.g. A book designer, publicist, 
publisher, distributor? 

 Timeline—when will you finish 
your book? Set goals that are based 
on the S.M.A.R.T. system: 
—Specific  
—Measurable  
—Achievable  
—Realistic  
—Time-Based 
Create an Action Plan and Essential 
Tasklist, with mini goals. 

After morning tea, Justin covered the 
second aspect of his talk, entitled: 

LAUNCHING YOUR BOOK:  
Once you have published your book, 
how do you launch it? Key factors are: 

 Social Outreach—our writing 
should make a difference in our 
society, but we need to get our 
work out there by networking, 
communicating, connecting and 
sharing our passion with others. 
Justin welcomed suggestions from 
the floor on how to do this. Some 
were as follows: 
—being ourselves to others. 
—online networking, such as 

Facebook. 
—Meeting in public places. 
—Bringing people to our home. 
—Hospitality. 
—Helping people in need. 

 Marketing 
—Website, email and newsletters.  

—Social media.  
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—Print, radio and TV adverts. 
—Book trailer. 
—Book posters. 

 Publicity—There are a number of 
ways in which we can advertise: 
—Media releases / book reviews.  
—Media downloads; i.e. making the 

book’s cover, contents and 
excerpts available online. 

—Preparing question sheets for 
interviewers ahead of time. 

—Providing a brief biography. 
—Having professional press photos 

taken (300dpi). 

In addition to Justin’s informative talk, 
he also shared insights from his own 
journey in writing and publishing. If 
you would like a copy of his notes, 
email Jan Pendergrast on jan@roads-
end.co.nz. 

Our second 
speaker was 
Julia Martin, 
who spoke on:  

TIPS FOR 

BETTER 

WRITING 

Advice for new writers.   

1. Writing courses, seminars and ‘how 
to’ books may be helpful, but the 
best advice is ‘just write’. Writing is 
a craft we can learn, but we need to 
practise by writing and rewriting if 
we are to hone our skills. 

2. Writing is hard work. There are no 
child prodigies in writing. 

3. There are rules for writing which 
need to be absorbed. 

4. ‘Easy writing makes hard reading.’ 
Ernest Hemingway. 

Getting started—What do I write 
about?   

1. Each person is a unique collection 
of experiences. We possibly write 
our best stories when there is some-
thing that is part of us in the work. 

2. ‘What if?’ is a powerful idea 
generator. It adds complexity, 
action, character, momentum and 
drama to our writing. 

Keep a notebook handy and jot 
down ideas. Scan newspapers, 
magazines and the TV for inspir-
ation. Observe people and places. 

3. Do your research thoroughly. ‘If you 
cannot write what you know, then 
you must know what you know.’ 
Credibility is lost if any of your 
details are inaccurate.  

Importance of a good beginning. 

1. Your opening sentence can be the 
most important as it may determine 
if the reader keeps reading.  

2. An attention-grabber is necessary 
for the beginning of all kinds of 
writing. Time is short today, so you 
must not lose your reader on the 
first page. 

Good endings. 

1. All important points should be 
covered by now, but you can leave 
some possibilities open for further 
development, such as a cliff-hanger 
ending or an unexpected twist. 

2. Children’s stories must have a 
satisfying and acceptable ending. 

The takeaway—a short statement 
summing up the moral of the story or 
conveying what’s in it for the reader. 
What does the article or story inspire, 
teach, inform or challenge? It’s a good 
practice to write out the takeaway first 
so your writing stays focused and on 
track. 

mailto:jan@roads-end.co.nz
mailto:jan@roads-end.co.nz


 

The NZ Christian Writer Apr – May 2014 9 

Target audience—This is important as 
it determines how you write and the 
language you use. Age, sex, cultural 
background, education level should all 
be considered. When writing for 
children, the writer needs to be at their 
level and should not write down to 
them. 

1.  Your choice of viewpoint is also 
important — first person, third 
person, omniscient, fly on the wall. 

2. Find an angle and present a topic 
from a new standpoint. 

Actual writing—Good writing 
requires clarity and conciseness. 

1. Choose the right words and 
expressions — a simple word rather 
than a complicated one. 

2. Avoid jargon, clichés and slang. 

3. Keep sentence structure short, but 
varied in length for variety. A 
sentence is clearest when it makes a 
single statement. 

4. Erase wordiness. Be ruthless. Prune 
and simplify. 

5. Watch spelling and punctuation.   

6. Use the active voice rather than the 
passive. e.g. ‘I love you’ rather than 
‘you are loved by me.’ 

7. Use strong verbs to replace several 
words and add vigour. e.g. ‘He ran 
very fast’ to ‘he sprinted’. 

8. Use adverbs and adjectives 
sparingly. Strong writing depends on 
nouns and verbs and should not need 
modifiers. Adjectives should only be 
used to make the meaning clear. 

9. Rest your work before sending it 
away. Read and re-read it to 
eliminate mistakes.  

10. Read your work aloud and maybe 
seek a second opinion. 

Christian Writing—Does it differ from 
secular writing? 

1. Standards of writing should be as 
high if not higher. Do your best 
writing—be clear, concise, accurate 
and passionate. Avoid ‘christianese’. 

2. Watch your tone. It should always be 
courteous, not rude, otherwise you 
lose credibility. 

3. Christian writers have a great 
opportunity to reach people 
everywhere with the gospel. 

4. Look for opportunities afforded by 
new technology. 

5. Letters to the editor are a great way 
of expressing your Christian 
viewpoint. Expect feedback which 
isn’t always polite.   

6. Penetrating the media is not for the 
faint hearted. We are in a battlefield, 
not a picnic ground! We need to be 
salt and light in our dark society. 

7. Pray before and during your writing. 
Have a close relationship with the 
Lord and read his Word. 

8. Hand your finished work to God to 
use as he sees fit. Read Isaiah 
55:10-11 for God’s promise. 

All in all, this was an excellent 
workshop and a good time was had by 
all. Thanks to Julia and Justin for 
providing us with plenty of useful 
information and tips to think upon. 

 
Workshop delegates relaxing between sessions 
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GET CREATIVE
 

Many thanks to Ruth Linton for sending in this truly lovely poem — and to all 
other members who submitted Get Creative pieces on the topic of dancing with 
the wind. I only wish I had room in the magazine to publish each one. 

Dancing In The Wind 

Cirrus clouds whipped in wild stallions-tail flair 

Tufted tree tops toss and wave in the air 

Sparrows tweet as they sway with the trees 

Rustic leaves swirl in the restless breeze 

Dandelion blooms nod and bow to the sky 

Paspalum heads sweep the legs of each passer-by 

Rushes and reeds with shadowy grace 

Tickle tide’s surface in their marshy place 

Waves near the shore don a fluffy-white 

crown 

As they ‘re whisked to the shore to come 

crashing down 

My feet on the sand respond to the tune 

Of the wind as it whistles down the 

tussock-clad dune 

With my hands sweeping high I a 

waltzing-song raise  

As I dance to the tune of the wind’s 

anthem of praise 

© Ruth Linton March 2014 

 

The next topic will be 
Ablaze with Colour 

Maximum 40 lines for poetry and 250 words for prose. 
Include the words ‘Get Creative’ with your submission. Although work is not 

judged, the best pieces received will be considered for publication. 

Email submissions to the editor no later than 10th May 2014 
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The What, Why and How of Blog Writing (part two) 

By Janice Gillgren 

How to write a blog  

There are two words to keep in mind 

when blog-writing: focus and clarity. 

FOCUS: 

Quite simply, if your blog is not clearly 

focused on your subject, your reader will 

probably get bored and go elsewhere. 

Write a draft of an article; then study it. 

What are you really trying to say? Decide 

on its focus, narrow it down more if you 

can, then stick with it. 

How do you achieve this focus in your 

article? 

 Start with a great title. Alliterations, 

questions, ‘top tips’ and bold state-

ments can all work well — but do 

make sure your title fits the content. If 

you want to actually sell fruit trees, 

for example, don’t imply you just 

want to give advice about pruning 

them. 

 Your introduction should likewise be 

true to your blog’s purpose. It needs 

to tell the reader what the blog will be 

about. In effect, it creates an 

expectation in your reader’s mind of 

what is to follow. It should also 

include words that will enable search 

engines to pick up your blog under the 

subject you want it to be found in. 

 For those who are concerned about 

‘search engine optimization’ (SEO), it 

means your blog content should 

include words that will enable the 

search engines to find your blog under 

the subject area it should be in. If you 

are keeping your focus as I suggest, 

you shouldn’t have to worry about 

SEO too much. Beware of  

writing unnaturally just to please the 

search engines, because you could 

really put off your readers!  

 Keep your focus throughout your 

article, being careful not to wander 

off into other topics. Remember — if 

you’ve got more to say, put it into 

another blog. 

 Your conclusion should be like tidy 

wrapping around a parcel, neatly 

summarising your content. 

CLARITY: 

People tend to be far more impatient 

when reading blogs than reading books 

or magazines. They want to grab the 

information easily, like going to the 

supermarket and reaching for their goods 

off the shelves. They expect to find what 

they want in the relevant section, 

correctly named, properly packaged and 

suitably priced. 

Similarly, the way to satisfy the blog 

reader is with clarity: clear language, 

message, and conclusion.  

Clear language: Your readers will vary 

widely in language skills and compre-

hension, especially if you attract 

international readers. 

While you certainly don’t want to treat 

your readers as if they are stupid, try to 

use words that will be understood by 

people of average reading ability. Be 

particularly careful about slang, which 

can mean entirely different things in 

different countries, even if they speak the 

same language as you! 

A clear message is not just about focus, 

but also about presentation. Bullet points 

are often used in blogs because they  
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make the reader feel as if the information 

can be quickly and easily grasped. 

As a writer, I‘ve found that breaking my 

message down into bullet points has often 

forced me to clarify my writing a lot 

more than I would have expected. 

Make sure your page has plenty of ‘white 

space’. Don’t cram everything into big, 

long paragraphs. They’re hard enough to 

read in a book, let alone on a screen. 

Photographs also help to spread out your 

writing, and add colour and interest to 

your content. 

A clear conclusion: Of course, like any 

writing, your conclusion should neatly 

wrap up your content. 

In the blogging world, a response may 

also be sought from the reader when, or 

before, the conclusion is reached. (This is 

known as a ‘call to action’) Commercial 

blogs, of course, seek to persuade their 

readers to buy their products. Other 

bloggers may want their readers to leave 

a comment, donate to a cause, or make 

some other response. Whatever action 

you are seeking from them, be clear 

without being pushy. 

Blogs are well worth learning to write so 

I hope you’ll give them a go if you 

haven’t already. 

 
 

Log Onto 

JANICE GILLGREN’S  

weekly blog  
offering inspiration, 

encouragement and useful tips 

for writers at all levels. 

www.wordsandscenes.co.nz 
 

Warm Welcome to 

NEW MEMBERS 

Bob Mitchener 
of Great Barrier Island 

Ian Lincoln 

of Hastings 

Owen Pauling 

of Te Puke 
 

 

Congratulations to 

CWG member 
Lesley Ayres 

who gained third place in a 
competition run by the Pleasant 

Point Presbyterian church in 
Canterbury, in conjunction with an 

anthology recently published. 

Entitled The Journey, the anthology 

was compiled to offer hope and 
encouragement to readers battling 
cancer or other serious illnesses, or 

who have lost a loved one. It has a 
strong Christian underpinning. 

Each copy costs $20 + $5.00 packaging. 

Purchase 5 copies or more, and 

packaging is free.  

With every 10 copies ordered, there will 

be an extra free copy.  

To order by mail, contact Yvonne Gray, 

16 Runa Terrace, Pleasant Point 7903, 

South Canterbury, phone (03) 614 7606. 

Yvonne’s email is b.y.gray@xtra.co.nz. 

Alternative contacts: karalynjoyce@xtra.co.nz 

or anne.alf@clear.net.nz  

http://www.wordsandscenes.co.nz/
mailto:karalynjoyce@xtra.co.nz
mailto:anne.alf@clear.net.nz
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How to Build Your Writing Business 
With acknowledgements to Marg McAlister 

A few days ago, I passed on some 

advice to an excellent writer who is just 

starting to build her writing business. 

She’s starting from a good place — she 

already has a great deal of expertise in 

several different subject areas, and 

people who know what she does come 

to her for advice. However, she has, at 

the moment, most of her eggs in one 

basket. Her main employer has a firm 

grip on that basket. At any time, she 

could wrest it away, and hand it to 

someone else. 

Sally really needs to build up her busi-

ness, tapping into her areas of expertise. 

She has just (within the last few weeks) 

started up a website and blog, and is 

thinking about a series of books. Here is 

the advice I gave her (with ‘ancestry’ 

substituted for her real area of expertise). 

1. Take a good long look at your 
overall business plan. You don’t have 

to sit down and do a mission statement 

blah blah blah. (Personally I hate that, it 

takes too long and I know what I want 

— financial security earned doing what 

I love!) Just try to get a sense of where 

you want to put your time. This will 

change over time: right now, you’ll need 

to spend quite a lot of time on writing 

for the ancestry magazine and as a guest 

blogger, because it’s bread and butter. 

However, this is work that could stop at 

any moment — the magazine could 
fold, you could get sick, they could get a 

new editor who directs most of the work 

to other freelancers and friends. 

You need to build a business that will 

bring you passive income, so you get 

paid over and over again for work you 

did once. (e.g. eBooks, online training 

courses in researching family history, 

how to make books on family history 

come to life, etc).  Bottom line: Give 

your growing business at least 25% of 

your time now and build it up as time 

goes on. You can do this by allotting 

mornings and maybe two hours after 

lunch to the ancestry magazine, and the 

rest of the afternoon (or the evening — 

depends when you like to take your 

break) to your business. Even better if 

you can do it by using mornings for the 

magazine and the rest of the time for 

your business. 

2. Create to-do lists in order of 

importance for both aspects of your 
income. You probably already do this 

for the ancestry articles anyway, so do it 

for your own business. I would divide 

your business time into segments so that 

you’re building your website (which is 

your ‘authority’ site) at the same time 

you are working on your first eBook. 

3. Make it easy for yourself by 
repurposing content. (Writers do this 

all the time. They recycle content for 

articles to create blog posts, or a series of 

email tips.) You’ve written a heap of 

advice on researching, family history and 

ancestry generally for the magazine, not 

to mention your guest blog posts. So 

here’s what you do:  

First create a rough outline for your first 
book (which is going to be 

‘AncestryTips for Beginners’ or 

something like that, because you already 

have a following with your ancestry 

magazine readers and you can bet your 

boots they’ll buy your books.) 
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Just start with chapter names, according 

to the order in which people would 

approach learning the ropes with 

exploring ancestry (and some advanced 

techniques for research and making 

notes on family history). Now copy and 

paste the ‘ancestry’ content you’ve 

already written into the relevant sections. 

You WILL have to rewrite this and add 

little anecdotes etc, to flesh it out and 

make it unrecognisable from the original 

article, because the magazine has bought 

the rights to that — and ditto for the blog 

posts: although they’re not paid gigs, you 

don’t want to duplicate them exactly. 

But you will probably find that you 

ALREADY have most of the content for 

your first book! Add nice little anecdotes 

to illustrate your points from the days 

when you worked for the public library, 

or from your own experience when you 

were starting out and found that certain 

techniques and short cuts made a big 

difference to your strategy, and you’ll 

have a book before you know it. 

4. Every time you do an ancestry 

article for a magazine or website (or 

anyone) from now on, paste it into 

your book (whichever one of the series 

it may be), change it, and you have 

another chapter. (I wouldn’t waste too 

much time getting that first book out 

though. You’ll have others. Books sell 

better in a related series.) Ditto with your 

own blog posts. Repurpose and expand 

them for your books. 

5. Every time you do an article for the 

ancestry magazine (or the other 

magazines, blogs or supplements that 

you write for occasionally) also add 

further content to your website to add 

value. Train your readers to know that 

when they read an article by Sally Smith,  

they will get all kinds of extra informat-

ion that they really need to know. This 

will drive a continual stream of people to 

your website, who will also tell their 
friends, and you’ll build your loyal fan 

base—who will keep buying your books. 

6. Think SERIES. If you take a look at 

my books on Kindle, you’ll see that they 
are the BUSY WRITER SERIES. I 

chose this name because I wanted to 

telegraph that these books are full of 

succinct advice that is just what readers 

need, no fluff. It also taps into the fact 
that lots of writers want quick solutions, 

not long books. (This is why one of your 

books will be ’100 Quick Tips on 

Ancestry Research’ or something like 
that.) I also made sure that ‘Writer’ was 

in the series title because of keyword 

searches. I suggest that you have 

‘Ancestry’ in your series title. Make it 

easy for people to find your books. Keep 
the series title short: it has to fit across 

the top of a series of books, on the cover. 

More about this later; this is just a quick 

primer for you. PLAN YOUR SERIES. 
You can do more than one series, of 

course, but start with just one. 

Just as an aside, a new Kindle writer 

started publishing books in December, 

and called hers the Busy Writer Guides. 
I’m not overly happy about that, as you 

can imagine. I’m assuming she simply 

failed to do a search first to see if there 

was already a series by that name. So if 
you DO choose a series title, make sure 

you do a search first to make sure that 
somebody else hasn’t already got a series 

with a similar name. 

7. Get your book covers professionally 
done, with a series in mind. You could 

commission covers for the first three 

books in the series at the same time. 
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Book Review 

By Debbie McDermott 

 

CCrreeaatteedd  ffoorr  

IINNTTIIMMAACCYY  
2nd Edition 

By John and Agnes 

Sturt 

Created for Intimacy is a book I highly 
recommend for all who desire a close and 
fulfilling relationship — not only with 
others but also with God. To quote the 
authors: ‘Human beings long to know and 
be known, and to enjoy soul-connection 
with others…This book aims to provide 
the understanding, skills and guidelines 
for building intimate relationships.’ Their 
goal has been well achieved in this 
comprehensive yet easy to read book. 

Writing from their own experience as well 
as that of others, John and Agnes provide 
valuable insights on loneliness, friendship, 
self-awareness, creative listening, parental 
modelling, cultural influences, gender 
identity, other-centredness, battle of the 
sexes, love languages, giving, honesty, 
and sharing feelings — just to name a 
few. Most importantly, they provide keys 
to achieving the wholesome and close 
intimacy we desire to have with others 
and with God. 

This 2nd edition of Created for Intimacy 
also has a ‘Reflections and Exercises’ 
section after each chapter, making it ideal 
study group material. I personally found 
the questions posed in these sections both 
enlightening and therapeutic. Overall, 
Created for Intimacy is an excellent book 
that will highly benefit all who read it. 

To obtain your own copy, please contact 
John Sturt direct on jasturt@xtra.co.nz 

Congratulations to 
Sharon Bailey  

for publishing her first book, 
Kiss of the Wolf Spider 

Writing under the pen name Sharianne 
Bailey, Sharon successfully launched 
Kiss of the Wolf Spider in Ashburton at 
the end of last year. Between 70-80 
people attended the event, and almost the 
same number of books were sold.  

Kiss of the Wolf Spider continues to sell 
well and is available as one volume, or as 
two separate volumes entitled Unspoken 
and Redeemed. 

To purchase your own copy, contact Sharon via her 
website : www.shariannebaileyauthor.com 

or email sharib@slingshot.co.nz  

 

Additions to the CWG 
Library 

Many thanks to the following CWG 
members for donating copies of their 

published books to the library: 

Kiss of the Wolf Spider 

By Sharianne Bailey  

— 

Agnes — a woman of faith and 
courage 

Celebrating Service 

Created for Love 

Created to be Whole 

Mentoring for Marriage 

All by John and Agnes Sturt 

— 

Loving Life 

By John Sturt 
 

 

Library Corner

mailto:jasturt@xtra.co.nz
http://www.shariannebaileyauthor.com/
mailto:sharib@slingshot.co.nz
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W R I T I N G  B R I E F S  
Inspiring Christian writing of today and yesteryear—by Frederick Swallow 

Printing in colour kindly sponsored by Fred Swallow. 

A Triumph of Christian Writing and Bible Translation 

The Writing Challenge for New 

Zealand couple Jason and Shiley 

Birkin on the Southern Philippine 

Island of Mindanao was to translate the 

New testament into the Eastern 

Tala-andig language for a nomadic and 

animistic people. 

Translation and writing to the printed 

page would take several years. 

 

Arriving among the Tala-andig people 

in 1983, their first home was a thatched 

hut alongside an isolated jungle trail. 

Getting to know the Tal-andigs with no 

village life and adapting to their 

culture, food and lifestyle was very 

difficult. Eventually Jason and Shirley 

built friendships and became fluent in 

their language. 

Their task of learning the Tal-andig 

language in order to eventually 

translate the New Testament began 

with questions. Answers were noted 

and taped to understand words, 

meaning and sentence structure with 

spiritual beliefs and culture. Symbols 

formed became a written language. 

The people were then taught how to 

read and write their language, 

through the literacy programme 

Shirley produced. Those who 

mastered reading and writing well 

helped the Birkins further in their 

studies. 

Earlier in Australia and New 

Zealand, the Birkins spent three 

years training with New Tribes 

Mission learning language acquisi-

tion, fluency and writing a 

previously unwritten language. 

After much time checking and 

correcting drafts, the Tala-andig 

New Testament was completed, 

printed and neatly bound. It was a 

joyful occasion when the people 

turned out in force at the jungle 

airstrip to welcome a SIL/Wycliffe 

aircraft bearing newly printed New 

Testaments. The Birkings have 

written hundreds of Bible lessons in 

Tala-andig covering the main 

teaching.  

Years ago during weddings there 

was no discernible joy among the  
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Tala-andigs. Rarely would there be a 

smile. Now Christian weddings are 

joyful and God honouring, with the 

bride and groom dressed in beautiful 

traditional garments exchanging 

scripturally based booklets instead of 

food. 

 

The translation of the Pentateuch is 

nearly completed. Leviticus, Numbers 

and Deuteronomy are yet to be 

checked by a consultant and okayed for 

publication. 

 

The people have learned to build their 

own church building and homes with a 

carpenter’s help. A pleasing number 

now live in more permanent homes 

where there is ongoing community 

development. 

CWG Writers’ 
Groups 

AUCKLAND – WEST 
Barbara Rabey 

(in the absence of Beth Walker who is in 
Christchurch attending to family matters) 

Tel: (09) 834 7402  
brabey13@gmail.com 

CHRISTCHURCH 
Dave Palmer 

Mob: (027) 216 5743 
davepalmer@xtra.co.nz 

HAMILTON 
Elaine Given 

Tel: (07) 843 2849  

Mob: (021) 0232 7836  
ehgiven@xtra.co.nz  

NORTHLAND 
Janice Gillgren 

Tel: (09) 433 9752 
mj_gillgren@ubernet.co.nz 

PAEROA 
John Milne 

Tel: (07) 862 6861 
johnrmilne38@gmail.com  

TAURANGA 
Jan Pendergrast 

Tel: (07) 543 2147 
jan@roads-end.co.nz  

 

If you are keen on joining a group 
to hone or develop your writing 
skills, then please do contact a 

group leader in your area to find 
out when they’re holding their next 

meeting.  
 

mailto:davepalmer@xtra.co.nz
mailto:ehgiven@xtra.co.nz
mailto:mj_gillgren@ubernet.co.nz
mailto:johnrmilne38@gmail.com
mailto:jan@roads-end.co.nz
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Competition Results 
 

Under 30s 

Judge: 

Vicki Nogaj 

Requirements: What's the worst meal you've 

ever had? Write about it as if the event is taking 

place right now. 350 words. 

 

General Comments 

Overall, I thought everyone's content and 
humour was very well thought out. I think 
the word count I set for this was too high, so 
well done to those who managed three 
hundred! I concentrated mainly on the most 
effective delivery of the first person 
narrative. Ben Smithies, I found your entry 
very clever and funny, just a little too short. 
Well done.  

Please note, all entrants used the word 'that' 
unnecessarily. Before sending your entry, 
read it through and take out as many 'thats' 
as you can! 

 

First Place  

 

Bonnie  

Smithies 
of Christchurch 

(15 years old) 

Sweet and Sour Pork.... 

and Me 

I stare half-heartedly at my plate. Sweet 

and sour pork with.......... mushrooms. 

Faded green broccoli smothered 

soullessly in stringy cheese sauce. I turn 

my face away, revolted.  

I must eat this food, somehow. There is 

no way I can leave it on my plate. 

I am not in my own home. I stare 

around me at the Victorian-style 

decorations on the walls. At the prim 

piano standing solemnly in the corner. 

At my hosts sitting across the table 

from me. They have begun their meals 

already. I must begin mine. It is what 

is expected of me. 

Slowly I pick up my cutlery. The steel 

feels cold to my clammy hands. I dig 

my fork into the pile of pork and lift it 

to my lips. The ordeal begins. 

As the first taste of mushroom enters 

my mouth, my mind fills with 

accusations. Whose idea was it to 

come here, anyway? Why am I seated 

so helplessly in such a vulnerable 

position?  

The mushroom is now part of the way 

down my throat. Worse than the 

lumpy unpleasantness of the size of 

the piece is the taste it has left behind. 

After the first mouthful I feel like 

throwing up. 

With a hasty excuse I leave the table 

and fairly sprint to the bathroom. 

After the food has left me and is in the 

toilet, I feel better. I can face the 

stringy cheese sauce. I am energised. 

No sweet and sour pork with 

mushrooms and broccoli is going to 

beat me! 

I slide back into my chair with a 

mumbled excuse for my absence. Yet 

as I once again come face to face with 

my adversaries, my fleeting courage 

takes wing and disappears. I have a  
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nagging feeling that I shall see it no 

more this side of the front door. 

 

Judge’s Comments 

I gave Bonnie’s first place as it stayed true 
to the first person point of view and was 
well executed with succinct sentences full of 
action and emotion. A few quick points. You 
only need three 'dots' (ellipses points) before 
'mushrooms'. Be careful not to overuse 
pronouns. e.g. the me's are not needed in the 
third paragraph and again in '...after the 
food has left...' is fine without the 'me' 

 

Second Place  

 

Danella 

Smithies 
of Christchurch 

(14 years old) 

No Seconds For Me, Thanks! 

Picking up a plate I step into line and 

smell the air... an eggy, cheesy smell 

hangs thick everywhere and greets my 

senses with an evil grin.  I sigh 

inwardly.  Camp food isn’t known to be 

amazing, but I would appreciate almost 

anything rather than macaroni cheese.   

The lively chatter of children’s voices 

echoes from the hall where tables are 

crowded with excited young people 

eagerly satisfying their hunger. 

Forcing a smile I watch as a big scoop 

of slimy food oozes onto my plate. My 

stomach churns resentfully but I steel 

myself with the thought that I might not 

find it quite so bad as it seems.  

Anyhow, I am a leader.  I can’t let the 

girls know that I think this an altogether 

revolting meal. 

As I politely fork a piece of macaroni I 

turn and wince as the others at the 

table started slurping up their sauce 

and smearing gooey trails of cheese all 

over their faces and hands. 

I pour myself a glass of water and take 

a long wonderful drink, then set back 

to work on my dinner.  With every 

mouthful I try to think that I am 

enjoying this good hot meal although I 

know that I don’t believe it.  It is just 

like sludge sliding down my throat.  

Suddenly the world looks fuzzy and 

for an anxious moment I feel as if I am 

about to throw up but taking a quick 

sip of water sends that sensation aside.  

The girls with me begin a contest trying 

to eat as loudly and as messily as 

possible.  Taking a minute to regain my 

cool, I quickly suggest that they choose 

a different game.  They choose Chinese 

Whispers and promptly begin splutt-

ering messy macaroni remains into 

each other’s ears.  I take a deep breath. 

With the last mouthful I indulge in a 

satisfied gaze at my now emptied plate 

before turning eagerly at the sound of 

a voice, but I listen in silence as the 

time for second helpings is announced. 
 

Judge’s Comments 

I enjoyed this entry’s setting described in 
detail. It also had a punchy conclusion and 
some graphic images that made me cringe! I 
found at times it was over described by using 
too many adverbs and adjectives. Try not to 
personify objects by ascribing feelings to 
them. e.g. paragraph two: 'evil grin' and 'My 
stomach churns resentfully'. Please keep 
practising and reading Danella. I can see you 
enjoy it. 
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Third Place  

 

Sophie  

Smithies 
of Christchurch 

(13 years old) 

Breakfast In Bed 

Sleepily I open my eyes and peer 

around the pink and yellow curtain.  

Muttering about the awful weather that 

had just caught my eye I slip deeper 

under my thick, fluffy duvet.  I release a 

thankful sigh as I realized that I 

wouldn’t have to get up for ages.  My 

kind and thoughtful brothers and sisters 

had just the night before offered to 

make me breakfast in bed as a once off 

treat.  I had never received it before and 

so I was looking forward to the arrival 

of it. 

A boisterous boom on the door awoke 

me from the doze that I had just fallen 

into.  Another vigorous bang on the 

door sent me yelling, “Come in before 

the door brakes down!”  With a mad 

rush the youngest eight of my nine 

siblings ran in. 

“We made you a delicious breakfast,” 

one of the little ones said politely.  

“Here it is.”  At that instant my oldest 

sister walked slowly through the 

doorway balancing a huge tray full of 

unfamiliar smells in her steady hands. 

Glancing down at the tray now in my 

lap I realized the unfortunate truth.  

Huge lumps of luke-warm porridge spill 

out of the too small bowl that it is sitting 

in.  Disgusting!  I turn my head away,  

the terrible smell wafting about my 

nose.  How could I eat all of this muck 

I wondered?  But I could never 

disappoint my brothers and sisters 

who spent so much time making this 

to try and please me.  Oh, why have i 

never told them before of my dislike 

of the stuff?  Gulping it down I tried 

to get rid of the porridge, but alas, the 

faster I try to eat it the more my 

siblings think I like it and so 

constantly my plate is refilled. 

Ever since I have found that even 

though it was so terrible then because 

of that I can laugh about it now. 

 

Judge’s Comments 

I chuckled at the wonderful image of 
sibling love portrayed in this piece. It was 
something most can relate to. I found it 
needed a little more 'polishing'. In the first 
paragraph you switch tenses by using the 
past participle 'realised' instead of 
‘realise’ to keep it happening now. This 
tense hopping happens throughout the 
piece and I encourage you to read 
through and identify where as an exercise. 
Past -ed, present -ing. I apologise for 
making you relive this moment! The same 
goes for the others, Well done to all. 
 

Level One 

Judge: 

Debbie McDermott 

Requirement: TESTIMONY: Write about a 

time in your life when you became very 

aware of the goodness of God. 400 words. 

 

General Comments 

Although I received only three entries for 

this competition, they were well written 

with only a few minor grammatical errors,  
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and entirely worthy of the places they were 

awarded. Well done! I would like to 

particularly thank each entrant for sharing at 

such a deep level. I was richly blessed as I 

read your testimonies and know many of our 

readers will be too.  

 

First Place  

 

Cynthia 

David 
of Titirangi,  

Auckland 

My Testimony of God’s Love 

I was only seven years old when my 

best friend Jocelyn died. The news of 

her death baffled me as much as it 

scared me. I had just seen her the other 

week, and now she was gone. She was 

too young to die. I couldn’t believe it 

could happen to someone my age. 

Awakened by the cold reality of death, I 

began my journey to a life of fear and 

worry. I remember the countless times I 

curled up on the doorstep of our house, 

waiting for my parents to come home. 

As the hour grew late, and the minutes 

ticked away, tears ran down my cheeks. 

I was so scared, and I kept asking God, 

“What if something happens to them? 

Who’s going to take care of me?”  

As my life continued to unfold, more 

questions gathered in my heart and 

mind. But God left me without an 

answer. No matter how many times I 

pleaded and cried, God remained silent. 

And the more questions I asked, the 

wider the chasm between me and God 

seemed to grow. So, at some point, I 
decided to stop asking.  

When I came of age, I decided I 
would go to graduate school, find 
love, get married, and have a family. 
Perhaps then I would be too busy to 
ever bother God with anything. But 
after graduate school and a broken 
heart, I found myself drenched in a 
river of sadness and, again, with too 
many questions. This time, my best 
friend Sandra gave me a number to 
call. 

Before I knew it, I was sitting in this 
office with a lady named Susie. She 
opened a book, and inside were pages 
of letters she told me God had written 
for me. She only had to read a few 
words before I started sobbing. 
Finally, I could hear God’s voice, and 
the answers to my many questions 
were falling one by one: Does He 
really love me? Is He really there for 
me? Is there something more to this 
life, something better than spending it 
in constant fear of death and loss? 

Like the lamp, God’s Word lifted the 
darkness inside of me. Like a key, it 
unlocked the chains of fear and death 
that bound me and opened my heart to 
see that He loves me and has always 
been there for me. 

Finally, my spirit is free and revelling 
in His goodness, without question. 
 

Judge’s Comments 

Cindy met all the requirements of this 

competition exceptionally well. Her 
sentence structure is particularly good. 

The art of writing is to keep sentences 

short yet reasonably varied in length in  
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order to make reading both easy and 

interesting. Cindy has achieved this 
throughout her piece. 

Personally, I found Cindy’s testimony 

very moving from start to finish. Although 
it spans quite a substantial period of time, 

she has covered each milestone in her life 
by giving enough information to the 

reader, yet without getting bogged down 

in unnecessary detail. This has resulted in 
very good flow and readability. 

Grammar and punctuation are good 

overall, with only a few minor areas 

needing correction. They are: 

• Para 2—delete the comma after ‘as 
the hour grew late’ and after ‘I was so 

scared’. It is no longer necessary to 

put a comma before conjunctions (i.e. 
the word ‘and’), unless the sentence is 

particularly long. 

• Para 4—First sentence: delete the 

comma after ‘get married’. The third 

sentence is clumsy. I suggest rewriting 
it as, ‘I once again found myself 

drenched in a river of sadness with too 

many questions.’ 

• Para 5—I recommend rewriting the 

last part of the second sentence as, 
‘…letters she said God had written for 

me.’ In the fourth sentence, the phrase 

‘the answers to my many questions 
were falling one by one’ is unclear. 

Perhaps you should consider 

rephrasing it. 

 

Second Place  

 

Ruth 

Jamieson 
of Whakatane 

Faith Spurts 

Before prenatal scans were a routine 

practice, birth held an extra wonder- is 

it a boy or a girl? 

After two boys, I felt blessed to give 

birth to a daughter. It was late at night 

and I slept deeply, unaware she had 

been whisked away to intensive care. 

What a shock it was when I learnt the 

next morning that my baby girl, 

Christina, had a heart problem and then 

to see her hocked up to various 

equipment. 

‘Was God going to give me my desire 

and then take her away?’ 

A rough two weeks followed made 

more so when she stopped breathing 

for a short time – the cause not found 

after several tests. 

With my young boys in the care of 

their grandparents, I was able to spend 

time recuperating physically and to 

search spiritually. 

My Christian faith, of some fifteen 

years at this stage, had been tested in 

small ways and I had found that God 

had always come through for me, but 

this was bigger. Shortly after I was 

given a dream of Christina as a toddler, 

playing with her brothers outside our 

home. I recalled this dream to mind 
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often as we faced ongoing specialist 

visits and tests. I later captured this 

dream  in a photo — one I treasure. 

Further doubts reared their ugly heads 

as she faced heart surgery at fifteen. 

Her postoperative recovery was going 

well until the removal of some sutures 

caused internal bleeding. The urgency 

of a second operation with a fifty-fifty 

chance of surviving zapped my 

emotional strength. Family prayed 

while I struggled to, until I surrendered 

my daughter into God’s hands. It was 

then I was given another ‘glimpse’ of 

her- this time on her wedding day 

under a rose arch in our garden. I later 

purchased a red climbing rose, and yes, 

I have captured another treasured 

photo. 

To date, Christina has given us three 

beautiful granddaughters, even though 

thirty years ago I was told she should 

have only one child. 

Her future has the real possibility of 

further surgery – but God is good. 

‘He has bought us this far by His 

grace…O blessed, O blessed be 

God.’(Bonnie Low) 

 

Judge’s Comments 

Ruth’s testimony also covers quite an 

extensive period of time, yet she has 

managed to tell it very well without giving 

any unnecessary detail. How she writes 
about capturing her dreams in a photo 

also adds something rather special and 
touching to the story. Besides this, it 

helped me visualise the wonderful way in 

which God was continuing to undertake 
for her little girl and I found myself sitting  

on the edge of my seat, wondering what 

the final outcome was going to be. Thank 
you, Ruth, for sharing such a huge part of 

your life in such a wonderful manner. 

Unfortunately, there were two spelling 

mistakes which I think may be typos. Do 
check your work carefully, as points are 

deducted for errors. Grammar and 
punctuation are generally very good. 

Corrections are as follows: 

• Para 4—delete the quote marks. 

• Para 5—insert a comma after ‘…two 
weeks followed’. The phrase after the 

en dash does not read well. I suggest 
changing it to ‘ – the cause unknown, 

even after several tests.’ 

• Para 6—rewrite ‘to search spiritually’ 
to ‘searching spiritually’. 

• Para 7—2nd sentence: Insert a comma 
after ‘Shortly after’. 3rd sentence: 
Delete ‘to mind’ as the word ‘recalled’ 

means the same thing. 

• Para 8—5th sentence: Delete the quote 
marks around the word glimpse. There 

should be a long em dash after ‘…of 
her —’, not a hyphen. 

This is otherwise an excellent entry. Well 

done and do keep writing. 

 

Third Place 

 

Susan 

Flanagan 
of Paihia 
 

God’s Goodness 
In 2005 I spent a year working in 

England. It was a wonderful but 

wearying year as I worked and lived in 
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people’s homes caring for their needs. 

These needs more-often-than-not 

included emotional as well as physical 

care, for a lot of the people I was 

assigned to suffered from dementia or 

Alzheimer’s. During this year I rarely 

enjoyed a Sunday off where I could 

attend church. Surprisingly this absence 

of corporate worship or a pastor resulted 

in my relationship with God getting 

stronger and more personal as I relied 

on Him. 

At the end of the year I was on a coach 

bound for Heathrow International 

Airport, and a long journey home to 

family and friends. While sitting in a 

near empty bus, with only my walkman 

for company, I asked God for a favour. 

“God, can You please show me that 

You love me?” Almost as soon as the 

words were out of my mouth, I 

regretted them. “I’m sorry”, I said. 

“You are probably really busy and have 

way too much to do without me mak-

ing silly requests like that. Please don’t 

worry about it. I know that You love 

me. I don’t need a sign”. I settled back 

in my seat and focussed on the praise 

music coming through my ear phones. 

As I gazed out at the lovely English 

countryside I noticed how overcast the 

sky was. There was ‘not enough blue 

to make a sailor a pair of trousers’ as 

the old saying goes. So imagine my 

astonishment when, before my eyes, 

the clouds slowly parted to form a big, 

beautiful heart-shaped patch of blue in 

the middle of the bleak, grey sky.  I 

thought about digging in my bag for 

my camera but I could not tear my eyes 

away. 

I just knew that God had heard me. He 

had answered my prayer with a 

thoughtful and personal gift, and I 

thanked him with a full and grateful 

heart. Sometimes we can know in our 

heads that God loves us but His love 

for us is so much greater than we dare 

dream. Ask God today to show you 

His goodness and He will! Psalm 

27:13 says I would have lost heart, 

unless I had believed that I would see 

the goodness of the Lord in the land of 

the living. 

Scripture taken from New King James Version 

 
Judge’s Comments 

I could really relate to Susan’s testimony, 
as I had a similar experience many years 

ago and was extremely moved by it. I do 

feel, however, that she should have 
concentrated more on how the heart in the 

clouds impacted her than she did on her 
introduction and the first part of 

paragraph two.  

While it is important to give a certain 
amount of background information when 

writing a testimony, too much 

unnecessary detail can detract from the 
key message in the story. This is 

particularly true when writing a short 
piece, where every word counts. 

The flow of the piece is good, except in the 

final paragraph which is slightly preachy. 
To rectify this sentence I suggest 

rephrasing it as, ‘When we ask God to 
show us His goodness, He will.’ 

Grammar and punctuation are generally 

good, with only a few corrections needed:  

Para 1 

 You have used ‘year’ three times in 

this paragraph. I recommend  
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changing ‘year’ in the 2nd sentence to 

‘experience’, and ‘During this year’ 
in sentence five to ‘During my time’. 

 3rd sentence—‘more often than not’ 

does not need to be hyphenated.  

 4th sentence—should be written as 

‘…so I could attend church.’ 

Para 2 

 2nd sentence—Capitalise ‘Walkman’ 

because it is a Sony brand name, and 

replace the full stop after ‘favour’ 

with a colon. 

 5th sentence to the end of the para—

in your prayer to God, the comma and 

full stop should be before the closing 
punctuation marks, not after. 

Para 3 

 4th sentence—delete the word ‘grey’ 

as ‘bleak’ already infers a grey sky. 

 5th sentence—there is no need to 
repeat the word ‘I’ in the second half 

of the sentence. 

Para 4 

 Final sentence—insert a comma or a 

colon after ‘Psalm 27:13 says’. 

This is otherwise a highly commendable 

entry, Susan, and I encourage you to keep 
writing. 

 

Level Two 

Judge: 

Janet Fleming 
 

Requirement: POETRY: Write a poem 

based on the exploits of any historical 

figure who lived before 1900. The poem 

should have a clear pattern of rhythm and 

rhyme, plenty of humour — and appeal to 

children aged about six to eight. Between 

30 – 40 lines. 

General Comments 
There were five entries in this section. 
Thank you to those who attempted the 
competition. I feel it was quite difficult to 
write something simple enough for this 
age group with the topic given. Some 
words used were only relevant to that era 
or to that part of the world and would 
therefore be very difficult for a child of 
this age to comprehend. Some struggled 
with keeping to a rhythm and rhyming 
pattern. Only two entries were within the 
required length and there was little 
humour. After consultation with other 
judges, I decided to only award a first 
placing. I feel the others who entered 
deserve an extra point for their efforts as 
well as their point for entering. Thank you 
for trying. I realise poetry is not every-
one’s favourite style of writing, especially 
that containing rhyme and rhythm. 

 

First Place 

 

Shirley 

Jamieson 
of Featherston 
 

Adventures of Robin Hood 

I'll tell you the story of Robin Hood 
Who lived long ago in an English wood, 

He had a great gang called the Merry Men, 
When knights in armour were 

in castles then 
 

His men wore green so they 
looked like the trees 

But found each other because 
trees don't sneeze, 

And trees don't have swords 
or arrows and bows 

And they don't wear boots 
as everyone knows 
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Bad Sherriff of Nottingham said he would 
Catch that man Robin if he only could 

For Robin would steal from 
rich greedy guys 

And give poor people the cash for supplies 
 

But one of the Merry Men, Little John 
Shot his long arrow at a contest on 

In the town of Nottingham and he won 
So he laughed and said he'd have more fun 

 

John worked for the Sherriff 
then said to him 

To come to the woods where the 
light was dim 

He led the Sherriff far into the wood 
And helped steal his money 

with Robin Hood 
 

I must tell you Little John wasn't small 
He was a great big man and really tall 

His name was a joke but he never cared 
And joined the Merry Men in all they dared 

 

One day when Robin heard three 
men would die, 

They'd killed a deer to have venison pie, 
So Robin dressed up as a beggar man 

And tricked the Sherriff and off they all ran 
 

If you want to know more of Robin Hood 
And the brave Merry Men in the 

English wood 
Find more in books from the library shelf 

Then you will know more than I do myself 

 
Judge’s Comments 

Of those entries received, this was the 

most readable for six to eight year olds 

and best fitted the criteria given. 

Generally both the rhyme and rhythm 
were very good and I liked the humour in 

verse two. With regards to punctuation, 

although not wrong as it is written, it 
might be better to include some seeing 

this poem is written for children. Well 

done, Shirley! 

Level Three 

Judge:  

Ruth Linton 

 

Requirement: RESEARCH —Names held 

great significance to the Jewish people. 

Research the name of an Old Testament 

character and show how the meaning of the 

name was significant (or perhaps not 

significant) in the person’s life. Maximum 

word count: 300 words. 
 

General Comments 

It was wonderful to receive nine very 

readable entries, all of which would 

be suitable for publishing in church 

and denominational magazines, 
devotionals and the like. Only the 

slimmest of margins separated those 

who won places from those who did 
not. Well done to all who entered. 

Judging the entries was not so easy. 
After several attempts and much soul-

searching I decided the emphasis had 

to be deciding which articles 

appeared to be most researched and 

with the name meanings best 
compared to the life events of the 

character. I looked for evidence of 

research beyond Bible margin notes 
and footnotes that give the basic 

Hebrew meaning of the names. 

Although not asked for, a biblio-
graphy would have been helpful when 

determining the level of research 
carried out but only two entries 

thought of including one. Footnotes, 

especially when giving biblical 
references, would have helped the 

overall readability of some entries. At 
Level Three it is important to ensure 

all competition requirements, 

specifically given or merely implied, 
are met. 
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I was surprised also at the number of 

small errors, most likely typos, that 
escaped the writer’s detection. 

Consistency in the use of verb tenses 

was an overall weakness. It is a good 
idea to put your entry away for several 

days and then reread it carefully before 
submitting it. It is too easy to read what 

we think we have written. 

 

First Place 

 

Deborah 
McDermott 

of Waiuku 

Naomi— 
The significance of her name defined 

______________________________________________________ 

Depending upon which dictionary you 

use, the name Naomi may mean 

pleasant; agreeable; my delight; 

winsome; and my lovely. Since names 

were significant to the people of the 

Old Testament, we can assume 

Naomi’s parents thought she was an 

adorable baby. The Book of Ruth also 

infers she was a well-liked woman 

(ch.1:8-9, 19), and I imagine the 

above expressions of endearment 

were often used by those who loved 

and appreciated her.  

As a Jew, Naomi would have been 

aware that she had not been given her 

name just because she was a lovely 

child. She was expected to live up to 

it too. She seems to have done this 

very well until she was bereft of 

everything except her daughter-in- 

law, Ruth. Her sweetness then 

turned into a bitterness, which can 

be heard in her response to the 

excited welcome of her friends upon 

her return to Bethlehem: ‘Don’t call 

me Naomi,’ she said. ‘Call me 

Mara, because the Almighty has 

made my life very bitter. I went 

away full, but the Lord has brought 

me back empty.’ (Ruth 1:20). 

Naomi may have indeed become 

‘Mara’ (meaning ‘bitter’) had she 

failed to realise she was not 

completely empty. She still had 

Ruth who had found work in the 

fields of Boaz, an unmarried 

relative. We aren’t sure if Naomi 

understood this was God’s doing, 

but we do know she cast aside her 

depression and came up with a 

strategic plan that led to Boaz 

marrying Ruth. The couple soon 

blessed Naomi with her first 

grandson, Obed.  

Unbeknown to Naomi, Obed was 

the beginning of the family line 

through which Jesus Christ would 

eventually be born. She who had 

come back empty now possessed a 

hope and a future that was entirely 

pleasant, agreeable and lovely – just 

as her name suggests. 

 

Judge’s Comments 

Although the meaning of Naomi, and of 

Mara, are well known Debbie has 
added depth to the meanings and then 

shown how both names enrich the story. 
She also included a bibliography (not 

published) which gave added credibility 

to her writing.  
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The Bible passage quoted in paragraph 

two was actually spoken by Naomi so 
should have speech marks instead of 

single quotation marks. In this case it was 

not necessary to use italics either. 

At the end of line three of paragraph two I 

would omit ‘a’ just before bitterness. Her 
sweetness and her bitterness are 

character traits rather than a specific act. 

Therefore, as there was no article before 
sweetness none was required before 

bitterness. Her sweetness could also have 

been linked back to ‘pleasantness’, one of 

the meanings of her name. Also Naomi’s 

delight in nursing baby Obed links back 
to another meaning of her name, 

‘delight’. 

I especially enjoyed the first two 
sentences of paragraph two. It is one 
thing to be given a name and quite 
another thing to live up to its meaning. 
Thanks Debbie. 

 

Second Place Equal 

 

Julia 
Martin 
of Cambridge 

What’s in a Name 

Tom, Mary, Richard, Jane – do names 

really matter? To Jewish families names 
have always held considerable 

significance. In the Old Testament we 
read of a family line – Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob – whom God chose to begin 
a nation through whom he would reveal 

his great purpose for humanity. 

When Isaac’s wife was pregnant with 

twin sons, God promised that the 
older son would serve the younger.  

At birth the younger son emerged 
grasping his brother’s heel, so they 

named him Jacob, meaning ‘heel 
grabber’ or ‘deceiver.’ 

As he grew, Jacob lived up to his 
name by using his natural cunning to 

get what he wanted rather than 
trusting God to fulfil his promises. 

Ambitious and deceitful, Jacob traded 
a bowl of stew for his older brother 

Esau’s birthright and later deceived 
his sight-impaired father into giving 

him the blessing meant for Esau. 

God is sovereign however and he 

often accomplishes his perfect will 
through imperfect people.  Unlike 

Esau , Jacob always had a deep faith 
and a profound understanding of 

God’s promises and blessings.  As 
Jacob responded to God’s harsh 

discipline over many years, God dealt 

with his ambitious and deceitful 
character and transformed him into an 

upright, honourable man of integrity. 

In a strange wrestling encounter Jacob 
learned to surrender to God.  He was 

told to say his name aloud, thus 

confessing who he once was, 
Jacob,‘the supplanter, deceiver, and 

one who grasped.’ 

To celebrate the change in Jacob’s 
character, God gave him a new name 

– Israel - meaning ‘the one who 

struggles with God and men and 
overcomes.’  By relinquishing his 

independence and self- reliance and 
by clinging to God’ sovereignty,  
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Jacob gained true victory and became a 

man of stature and respected patriarch 
of the 12 tribes of Israel. 
 

Judge’s Comments 

Julia’s easy-to-read article has a very 

interest-grabbing beginning which also 
reminds us of the emphasis the Jews 

gave to names. 

Although the meanings of Jacob’s name 
are relatively well known, Julia has 

taken care to show how this meaning is 

demonstrated in Jacob’s life as well as 

celebrating the character change and 

name change that occurred later in 
Jacobs’s life to make him a worthy 

patriarch of the twelve tribes of Israel. 

Well done. 

There were two minor errors. Normally 

the word ‘however’ in a sentence is 

immediately preceded and followed by a 
comma. The use of commas is declining 

these days but one is still needed at 
least after ‘however’ in the first 

sentence of paragraph three. The other 

error is the omission of the ‘s’ after the 
apostrophe in God’s sovereignty in the 

last sentence of the final paragraph.   
 

Second Place Equal 

 

Janette  
Busch 
of  

David – 
the meaning and significance of his name 

__________________________________________________ 

In earlier times and until quite recently, 

people believed names and their  

meanings were very significant. 

Sadly, people nowadays think there is 

no meaning or power in a name, but 

this view was not shared by Scripture. 

Before I draw out the meaning of 

David's name, I need to explain how 

the Hebrews understood the 

significance of names and their 

meanings. They saw the letters that 

made up a name as significant and 

words with the same letters, regardless 

of their order, were also considered to 

be related (note that Hebrew has no 

vowels so you can ignore vowels 

when looking for relationships 

between words and their meanings). 

Furthermore, the meaning of a name 

was also related to words they 

sounded like or rhymed with.  

The name David derives from 'duwd' 

from the root, 'dowd', to boil, which is 

also translated as love (as in beloved – 

usually the only meaning given for 

David's name). 'Duwd' rhymes with 

'ruwd', which is translated as restless, 

wanderer, reflecting David's 

wandering in the wilderness to escape 

from King Saul (1 Samuel 23). 

However, boil also comes from 'zuwd' 

which sounds like 'zuwr', to become 

estranged, a foreigner or enemy, 

reflecting David's broken relationship 

with Saul (1 Chronicles 2:1). 'Duwd' 

also sounds like 'duwts' meaning to 

leap and dance reminding us of David 

dancing before the Lord (2 Samuel 

6:14).  All these names were 

significant in David's life. 

Also, from David's time as a shepherd 

boy and his encounter with Goliath,  
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was there an inevitability about Goliath, 

whose name means the one who exiles 

and David the shepherd boy who found 

himself in exile from his enemies 

(1 Samuel 17)? 

And how could David miss the warning 

in Bathsheba's name, a name which 

means 'the seventh oath' (Exodus 20: 

14)? Do not commit adultery! 

 

Judge’s Comments 

Janette has packed much interesting 

and relevant information into this 
article and clearly this is something she 

has researched well. Scripture sources 
are included but it is a pity she did not 

supply the source/s of her other 

information. Although the scripture 
references in paragraphs four and five 

are correctly written I found they made 

it difficult to understand the importance 
of the questions being asked. Including 

the references after the full stop, or as 

footnotes, could have improved the 

readability of the article. 

The verbs in the second sentence of 
paragraph one don’t seem consistent to 

me. ‘… there is no meaning’ refers to 
the present day whereas ‘… but this 

view was not shared by scripture’ 

clearly refers to the past. However, the 
scripture view has not changed so the 

sentence would also be correct 

concluding ‘… but this view is not 

shared by scripture’. 

There is a very concise, almost 
scientifically-written feel to this article. 

I would suggest a ‘softer flow’ could be 

obtained by rewriting the parenthetic 
words in paragraph two thus: ‘Since 

Hebrew has no vowels you can ignore  

vowels when looking for relationships 

between words and their meanings. 
Starting paragraph four with ‘Also’ is 

correct but clumsy I feel. Try 

replacing it with something like 
‘Perhaps also… ‘ 

There is certainly a depth to the 
Hebrew language that is missing in 

English. A great article, Janette. 

 

The name of the Lord is a 

strong tower; the 

righteous run to it and 

are safe. 

 

Whoever dwells in the 

shelter of the Most High 

will rest in the shadow of 

the Almighty.  

I will say of the Lord, 

“He is my refuge and my 

fortress, my God, in 

whom I trust. 

—Proverbs 18: 10 & Psalm 91:1-2 
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Notice Board 

 

Landfall Essay Competition 
Competition entrants are encouraged 

to think aloud about New Zealand 

culture, and to revive and sustain the 

tradition of vivid, contentious and 

creative essay writing in this 

country. 

Winning Prize—$3,000  
plus a year’s subscription to Landfall 

Deadline—5pm 31 July 2014 

Winning entry/ies will be published 

in the November 2014 issue of 

Landfall. 



Romance Writers NZ 
Chapter Short Story 

Contest 
Eligibility: Open to RWNZ members, 

published and unpublished.  
 

Submit: 1800-word (computer count) 

short story with some mystery, humour, 

relationships and family issues, with 

warmth still being an important factor, 

not forgetting the romantic thread or 

element. 
 

If chosen your story can be published in 

the Woman’s Weekly. 

(Up to 3 entries by the same 

author allowed) 
 

PRIZES: 

First: $250 gift voucher` 

Second: $150 gift voucher 

Third: $100 gift voucher 
 

Entry Fee: NZD 20.00 
 

For further details go to 

www.romancewriters.co.nz/contests/chapter-

short-story-contest/  

SPECIAL OFFER 

Rod Hickman is offering a free 

copy of his first volume of poems 

to all Guild members. All you will 

need to pay is the cost of postage. 

If you would like to take Rod up on his offer, 
please contact him direct on 

rodney.hickman@primaryito.ac.nz 


The NZ Society of Authors 
2014 Manuscript Assessment 

Programme is now open 

The Programme is open to all writers 

who have progressed a specific piece of 

work to an advanced stage and require the 

objective view of an experienced 

assessor. The assessor may also suggest 

suitable publishers who might consider 

the applicant’s work. 

DEADLINE: 30 May 2014 

For an application form please visit  

www.authors.org.nz  

Full details can be found at 

www.authors.org.nz/afawcs0137442/Home.html  



Australian Book Review’s 

Elizabeth Jolley Short Story Prize 

Open to writers outside Australia. A total 

of AUD$8000 will be awarded, with 

prizes for first, second and third place.  

Entries must be single-authored, between 

2000 and 5000 words, written in English.  

Deadline:1 May 2014 

For further information go to 

https://www.australianbookreview.com.au/pri

zes/elizabeth-jolley-story-prize  
 

http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/contests/chapter-short-story-contest/
http://www.romancewriters.co.nz/contests/chapter-short-story-contest/
mailto:rodney.hickman@primaryito.ac.nz
http://www.authors.org.nz/
http://www.authors.org.nz/afawcs0137442/Home.html
https://www.australianbookreview.com.au/prizes/elizabeth-jolley-story-prize
https://www.australianbookreview.com.au/prizes/elizabeth-jolley-story-prize


The NZ Christian Writer Apr – May 2014 32 

Competitions for June 2014
Due May 10th

 

EMAIL YOUR ENTRY AS AN ATTACHMENT, COMPLETE WITH WORD COUNT. 

Font: Times New Roman, 11 points.       Line spacing: single 

Spaces between Paragraphs: 6 points   Paragraph Indentation: None 

To determine which level you’re on, check the criteria on the 2014 reference sheet 
sent to you in December 2013 or email Jan on jan@roads-end.co.nz  

Remember to send a photo of yourself in the event you are awarded a place. 

Level One—no age restrictions 

Requirement: HUMOUR:   Writing from a spectator point of view, 

tell us about something that made you laugh till you cracked your 

sides. Your story can be based on fact, or it can be fiction or faction. 

The objective is to make your reader laugh with you. 300 words. 

Email entry to: Debbie McDermott at      sddp@xtra.co.nz 

 
Debbie 

McDermott 

Level Two—no age restrictions 

Requirement: Tell us about a subject you are fervently for or 

against – and why – in only 50 words (exactly), excluding your title. 

Email entry to: Janice Gillgren at     mj_gillgren@ubernet.co.nz  
 

Janice 

Gillgren 

Level Three—no age restrictions 

Requirement: Write a story for children involving a pet and with a 

‘take away message’ encouraging good character choices. The story 

should be suitable for publishing as a picture book for four to six 

year olds. Insert a line space where each page ends. (Email Jan 

Pendergrast for her Spring Workshop notes for good guidelines.) 

350-450 words, considering the age of your target audience. 

Email entry to: Ruth Linton at     noru@woosh.co.nz 

 
Ruth 

Linton 

Under 30s—11-30 year age group) 

Requirement: Imagine you're a guest at the wedding where Jesus 

performed his first miracle. Write a first hand account. 500 words. 

Email entry to: Vicki Nogaj at      nogaj@vodafone.co.nz 
 

Vicki  

Nogaj 
Juli 
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